i 
iy 


2 sel ee Po 
ie pees mo 
“4 ms Le a SOP: eg 
* a aS ilies 






JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


ee cement 


-R-0-C-E-E-p-1-n-a-s +O} 


es 


Z | 

Present: John L. ollier, Chairman (Los Angeles) 
Donald Dé Doyle, Vice Chairman (Lafayette) 
willis/W. Bradley, (Long Beaci) 
Don Hobbie, (Oroville) 
J ./ward Casey, (Brawley) 
5 Aes V. Porter, (Compton) 
Blanche V. Hansen, Secretary to Committee 


Charles J. Conrad, 
(Ways g“Means Committee,Los Angeles) 


115 STATE BUILDING 4 


SI ANGELES, GALEFORNIA) 
_TPURSBAY- eile &. o> 1653... 
10:00 A. M. 


4 


JOHN W. LAPOINTE,C,S,R 
1805 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


INDEX 


WITNESSES: 
APPLEWHITE, Nancy D 34 
BLAIR, Maurice Guernsey 45 - 146 
BURGE, Eugene 97 
DIXON, Peter 150 
ESSMAN, Phillip 132 
EVANS, Grace 142 
GRAYDON, Helen 130 
HANKINSON, R. E. 114 - 143 
HINES, Mrs. Wilson 8. 13. - 148 
KIRCHER, Charlanne 121-- 148 
McKAY, Robert Elmer 155 
NOEL, Ada M. 6 
PATE, Nell 141 


PETERSON, Olga V. 138 


SMITH, Calvin 109 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1953,10:00 A.M. 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen; 
this is a sub-committee of the Assembly Interim Committee 


on Education. 


House Resolution No. 170 authorizes this committee to 


conduct public hearings and to report its findings back 


to the Assembly. Its membership consists of the follow- 


ing: 
Donald D. Doyle 
W. W. Bradley 
Don Hobbie 
J. Ward Casey 
Carley V. Porter 
John J. McFall 
Ernest Geddes 
Mrs. Pauline Davis 
John L. E. Collier 
The members present are as follows: 
To my extreme left: 
Assemblyman Casey 
Assemblyman Bradley 


Miss Blanche Hansen, Secretary to the Committee. 
To my right: 
Donald Doyle, 
To my extreme right: 
Don Hobbie 
At the last general session of the Legislature several 
bills were introduced on T-V education. Other members 
and I felt that sufficient information on the subject was 
not available for the Legislature to take any firm action, 
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Recently your Chairman met with a representative of 
the Legislative Counsel's office, the Legislative Auditor's 
office, and the Co-ordinater of Interim Committees, to 
discuss and analyze what steps should be t&en in approaching 
the T-V educational subject. 

It was agreed that since a sub-committee of Ways & Means 
was assigned the task of studying the financial phase of 
this matter, this committee should limit its hearing to -- 

1. What is the definition in objectives of 

T-V education. 
2. What steps should the State take in regulating 
T-V education, if any. 

Answers to the above questions should be clearly spelled 
out before submitting recommendations to the Legislature. 

This public hearing is for the purpose of feeling the 
pulse of all levels of society: Teachers, parents, public 
and private schools, business men, religious groups, news- 
papers and so forth. 

A study by S. E. Frost, Jr., entitled "Ts American 
Radio Democratic," stated that at the end of 1936 two hundred 


fort 
and/two broadcast licenses had been issued to educational 


stations. In October 1950, only 22 non-commercial 
educational A.M, stations were still on the air. Will the 
T-V education enthusiasm meet the same fate? Is T-V 
education to prepare @ person to compete with his fellow man 


in acquiring the basic necessities of life, or give him 
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Sr a et 
added cultural refinements to enjoy a fuller life? 

Other than current events, what can T-V do that audio- 
visual cannot? Have all of our teachers been trained to 
use @udio-visual equipment? Has audio-visual education 
been exploited to the maximum? Can a@ teacher plan her 
classroom work for a T-V showing a8 well as she can an 
audio-visual showing? 

Education is a slow process. There are no short cuts. 
However, there are different techniques in the approach to 
learning. Maybe T-V is the answer. 

We have tried to publicize this hearing through the 
newspapers to encourage as many as possible to appear 
willingly before this committee and make stdements as to 
their views on T-V education, We have had a limited 
number of replies. Those who have replied will be called 
to make statements before this committee at this time. 

Mrs, M. V. Knight. 

(No response) 


Nancy D. Applewhite. 


A VDICE: She isn't here, but she is coming. 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Oh, she is coming. 

Marlin Smythe, Radio Station KAFY, Bakersfield. 
(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: H. W. Courtois. 

A VOICE: She isn't here yet. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: She isn't here. 
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Mrs. Walter Blount. Is she here? 
(No response) 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Ada M. Noel, will you come 


forward, please. 


MRS. ADA M. NOEL 


&@ witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Whom do you represent, Mrs. Noel? 
A I represent myself as a sovereign citizen. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: All right, proceed. 

A Gentlemen. Educational television is a plan 
to make use of television for propaganda purposes, under 
the guise of education. Equipment and programming for it 
at present are under the control of the Allan Hancock 
Foundation at the University of Southern California, and 
the Ford Foundation Fund for Adult Education, of which Paul 


Helms of this city is chairman, 


According to their literature, they are planning to 


send their world and local political propaganda through 
high-frequency channels, which the ordinary home television 
set will not carry. "Live" shows will also be used, for 
which no film will be made, thus insuring the fact that 
parents will have no tangible evidence upon which to base 
complaints. 

The whole plan for so-called “Educational television" 


is definitely revealed in Alexander J. Stoddard's book, 
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"Education and the People's Peace", written shortly before 
the enactment of the UNESCO resolution, which, incidentally, 
forbade interference with public school courses of study 

by UNESCO. I quote Mr. Stoddard, superintendent of Los 
Angeles Schools: 


"We propose nothing less than the 
Systematic and deliberate use of 


education, on @ world-wide basis 

and plan, to help safeguard the peace 
and extend the democracy for which 

this Second World War is being fought... 
It is necessary to develop in the 
United States an informed and aroused 


public opinion with reference to the 


issues of peace and international 
organization....... limitless, 


unconditional and irresponsible 


national sovereignty, we assume, is 


finished." 


So called Educational television should be forbidden in 


the. public schools by legislative enactment for the 


following reasons: 
1. It is not education at all, but propaganda under 
the guise of education, which is forbidden by 
Education Code Section 8273. 
2. It will be used for all sorts of other purposes 
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forbidden by the Educational Code, such as 
solicitation for bond issues, high taxes, 

etc, 

It does not comply with statutory requirements 
for education: that is, that all education in 
public schools must be under the direct super- 
vision of certificated teachers, covering a 
course of study approved by the school board. 
The very nature of the methods used for so- 
called Educational Television will prevent any 
check on it by parents and other tax payers. 

During the last year, the State of Illinois has enacted 
legislation forbidding the use of educational television in 
public schools. The legislature of California would be 
wise to do the same. 

Education is compulsory, but we do not have to accept 
propaganda under the guise of education, by subversive 
foundations who want to “sell” our children a program for 
the destruction of the United States of America. 

If the legislature refuses to give us protection, the 
taxpayers can avail themselves of the provisions of 


Education Code, Section 8273, which provides forfeiture 


of "state and county apportionment of school moneys" for 


violation of said section 8273. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Noel, maybe some of the members 
of the Committee might wish to ask you some questions. I 
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would like to ask you & question here: 

You say it is for propaganda purposes. On what do you 
base your conclusion when you say that T-V education would 
be used for private propaganda purposes? 

MRS. NOEL: Well, I have all the documentation. I 
don't have it withme, but I can get it. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Would you send us that documentation 
to support your statement? 

MRS. NOEL: Yes, sir, I will be glad to. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Are there any questions by any 
members of the Committee? 

MR. BRADLEY: Mrs. Noel, are you an educator in any 
capacity at all? 

MRS. NOEL: No, I am not, 

MR. BRADLEY: Will you tell me why the State should 
prohibit T-V if the local authorities might want to use it? 
I can understand your point of view in possibly not having 


a State control, but you say it should be prohibited. I 


am quite against prohibiting people from doing anything, 


you might say, or anything reasonable, and I just wonder 
why we should prohibit local authorities from exercising 
their own discretion if they want to use T-V locally. 

MRS. NOEL: Propaganda under any guise is forbidden 
by the Educational Code. 

MR. BRADLEY: For what reason do you feel that a local 


station, for example, in a town or city like Long Beach, 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


10 


would have anything in the way of propaganda to put out? 
For example, what would the school board there have in the 
way of propaganda to put out? 

MRS. NOEL: If you are informed, why, you would know. 
If you have kept abreast of the situation in the State and 
City, you would know. 

MR. BRADLEY: Well, of course, I happen to feel that 
I am as much abreast of it as you are. You may feel the 
other way, but would you please explain why? 

MRS. NOEL: Well, I have agreed to furnish documentatio 
on this. 

MR. BRADLEY: But you haven't furnished any documenta- 
tion as far as my city is concerned, for example. I am not 
accusing my school board of being propagandists in any way. 

MRS. NOEL: Well, that's what this is. 

MR. BRADLEY: But you would like to have them prohibited 
in a city like Long Beach. Remember that I hold no brief 
for T-V. I don't care anything about it. I don't even own 


a T-V set, but I do not see why you would advocate that the 


school boards of cities and towns should prohibit it. 
MRS, NOEL: Because the local towns wouldn't have access 
to find out what they are putting over. - 
MR. BRADLEY: Why wouldn't they have access?: : 
MRS. NOEL: Because the T-V's aren't adjusted. They 
cannot tune in on it. It is a different frequency. 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Pardon me for interseding, but I 
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think there is an adapter available. 
MR. BRADLEY: There is, exactly. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: An adapter that can be attached to 


a T-V set. 
MRS. NOEL: Well, it is quite an expensive proposition, 


is it not? 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Well, I don't know how expensive it 
is. I think it is available at @ reasonable cost if a 
person wishes to buy it. 

MRS. NOEL: All persons are not financially able to buy 
these attachments or equipment or whatever it is in order to 
be able to cut in on this. 

MR. BRADLEY: Well, they would have to have these 
adapters for any school outfits, and I don't see why other 
people couldn't get them if they wanted to, and how there 
would be anything secret about local T-V -- as I say, I 
hold no brief for it, but I am just interested in knowing 
why anybody would want the State to step in as a police 
power and prohibit local boards from doing what they think 
is their proper job. 

MRS. NOEL: Well, it comes under the State law, Section 
8273. 

MR. BRADLEY: In what way? 

MRS. NOEL: If it turns out to be propaganda, which I 


believe it is -- 
MR. BRADLEY: Why do you believe it would be propaganda? 
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MRS. NOEL: I have had enough information on it. 

I have attended -- 

MR. BRADLEY: I can't agree with you that all these 
cities of California would do that. That's your opinion, 
but mine is otherwise. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Assemblyman Bradley, I have asked her 
to send us that material to document her statement that it 
is propaganda, and she has stated that she would send it to 
us, and when we receive it, we will put it in the record 
as her testimony. 

MRS. NOEL: I have never made statements unless I can 
back them up. I don't believe in doing that. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Are there any other questions? 

MR. DOYLE: Mr. Collier, I would like to ask Mrs. Noel 
if this so-called propaganda was taken out of this 
educational television program, would she be in favor of 
educational T-V programs? 

MRS. NOEL: Well, I believe it is for the purpose of 
propaganda, so if they can't put their propaganda out they 
won't be interested in having a television program. 

MR. DOYLE: If the propaganda, so-called, is taken out 
of it, would you or your group de in favor of television 
education? 

MRS, NOEL: No, I don't believe I would be. 

MR, DOYEE: Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Any further questions by members of 
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the Committee? 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you, Mrs. Noel. 

Mrs. Hiller;. is Mrs. Hiller here from the Federation 
of Coordination Councils? Has Mrs. Knight arrived? 

A VOICE: She isn't here. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Applewhite. Has Mrs. Applewhite 
arrived yet? 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Marlin Smythe, or Mrs.‘H. W. Courtois 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Walter Blount. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Laine, 

(No response) 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Wilson 8S. Hines. 


MRS. WILSON 8S. HINES 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER : Will you state whom you represent, 
if you represent anybody? 

A First, my name is Mrs. Wilson 8. Hines of 1270 
North Hill Avenue in Pasadena, and I respectfully address 
your Committee today as a taxpayer, a parent of Elementary 
school age children, and a citizen who is particularly 


interested in the potentialities inherent in the educational 
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use of television. 


My interest in this field, as indicated by attendance 
at Governor Warren's Conference on Educational Television, 
service as Television Chairman for the Pasadena Council of 
Parents and Teachers, and participation as a lay member of 
the Radio and Television Committee of the Pasadena City 
Schools is, however, secondary to my interest in the 
development of the best possible American citizens by our 
public schools. It is my firm conviction that a new and 
better tool than has heretofore been available for educatio 
is now at hand, if we by our actions in the immediate future 
can ensure its sane and competent utilization. - 

Certainly we recognize that the single most important 
factor in the entire educational situation is the student- 
teacher relationship. To attempt to minimize its importance 
would be to fly in the face of the research of the past 
three decades, Thus realism does not permit claims that 
television can make Aristotles or Platos of sub-standard 


teachers, but skill in the use of this new technique, with 


appropriate program material readily available can assist 


sub-standard teachers to reach an adequate level of perfor- 
mance and heip every teacher properly oriented to do a 
better job of teaching. This can mean improved skills, 
richer understandings, and a deeper appreciation of the 


American heritage for our children. There are no higher 


values. 
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I would like to mention briefly some unique advantages 
of this new medium, 

Of first importance, perhaps, is its peculiar suitability 
for in-service training of teachers. The values of inter- 
class visitation can be approximated with neither the expense 
of substitutes nor the disturbance of regular classroom 
assignments, The observation of master teachers can be 
accomplished in a situation which is much less artificial 
than the rows of visitors, whose very presence makes for 
artificiality in most demonstration situations. Visiting 
consultants can share their experiences and techniques with 
the teachers of dozens of schools systems in a single 
appearance in a metropolitan area. Teaching teachers is a 
particularly difficult endeavor, and every ingenious and 
dramatic resource which we can employ must be devoted to it. 
Individual classroom teachers want assistance in special 
skills in the fields of music, art, remedial reading, 
counseling and the like. No school system can afford the 
staff of consultants necessary to undertake these chores 


on an individual basis. Administrators almost unanimously 


express dissatisfaction with current in-service training 


practices and would explore these new possibilities eagerly. 
The current teacher shortage, which will be severely 
aggravated in the near future, with the necessity of 
employment of teachers not fully professionally prepared, 


gives real urgency to this aspect of educational television. 
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IN the classroom itself television can be used to clear 
advantage in several kinds of situations. First of all, let 
us be quite clear about the fact that our children are 
learning from television today. The question thus is not 
whether they are to learn from television, but whether as 
parents we want our children's teachers to have an even 
break with space pirates, Western sheriffs, and hard-boiled 
private eyes, To assume that commercial telecasting is 
an accurate picture of what we might expect to view over 
professionally directed educational channels, is to judge 
textbooks on the basis of certain kinds of comic books. 

The field trip, so inadequately employed in our: schools 
could through remote control telecasting very nearly dupli- 
cate the expensive and time-consuming bus caravans which, 
amid much parent apprehension, move off perhaps once a year 
to some community activity. Difficult scientific demon- 
strations, rare artistic performances, and direct contact 


with outstanding personalities could be an integral part of 


every classroom's curriculum, with follow-up activities 


directed by the individual teacher exploiting their 
particular value for his group. The opportunity to 
familiarize our elementary school children with some of the 
educational areas and techniques characteristic of the 
secondary school could assist in a much easier and less 
anxious transition between levels than is now customary. 


The opportunity to share in really current events of great 
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national interest could give particular meaning to their 
text-book study of our government in action. Perhaps even 
the chance someday to view legislative sessions, and the 
work of leglslative committees at the various levels of 
government might arouse an earlier and livelier concern 
for the very fabric of our American Way of Life. 

In passing, I think it worthwhile to mention the 
mechanical advantages of television as opposed to certain 
other audio-visual aids. Ease of operation for the teacher 
is not matched by any other medium, and the utility of the 
screen in the normally-illuminated classroom is signifi- 
cantly important. Neither the enormous expense of light- 
proofing individual classrooms, nor the difficulty of 
scheduling use of the auditorium and the disruption of the 
learning atmosphere by the trek through the halls would be 
necessary. Further, almost every other type of audio- 
visual aid may be employed by the telecaster. Charts, 
graphs, models, mock-ups, photographs, slides and motion 
pictures may all be part of the experience brought to the 
television screen, 

The opportunities in adult education seem almost limit- 
less. From the improvement of vocational skills to helping 
the community to understand its collective problems of 
health, zoning, recreation and the like -- the horizons 


stretch. The growth of leisure time and increase in life- 


span after retirement point up the challenge our society 
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faces. The response to the “Shakespeare on TV" course 
offered through the University of Southern California in 
this area is only an indication of the ready interest even 
relatively academic programs will enjoy. The opportunity 
for the completion of high school and college courses is 
one many individuals would welcome eagerly. All these 
possibilities and many others are obvious, but truly 
staggering. 

I would like to ask the committee to consider parti- 
cularly the magnificent opportunity for developing real 
community understanding of our public schools. Parents for 
the first time could, without arduous visitation of the 
classroom, begin to understand the aims, the methods and 
some of the outcomes of our educational system on a broad 
scale. So many of our misunderstandings and community 
divisions with regard to public education might be resolved 
in constructive fashion if this new medium made possible 
easy access to the facts about our schools. United communi- 


ties intent upon school improvement might develop where now 


we see controversy by irreconcilable factions intent usually 


upon victory in some specific community struggle rather 
than upon better education. 

Necessarily the opportunity for aiding individual schoo 
districts to develop techniques in this new area lies in 
the hands of our State Legislature. I am extremely pleased 


that the Education Committee of our State Assembly has seen 
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fit to schedule such hearings as these today. Certainly 
those of us particularly interested in this field hope our 


state government will act to encourage local explorations 


in education television. We want the responsibility for 
policy control and financial arrangements to be vested at 
the school district level, within such a framework of 
safeguards as may seem necessary. We want each community 
to evaluate the new medium, decide how sincerely it wants 
to employ this new device in terms of how much it wants to 
pay, and then be substantially free to exercise its best 
collective ingenuity and judgment to the end that each 
successive school generation may be in all ways more 
competent and wiser than that which preceded it. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you, Mrs. Hines. I think 
you gave an excellent general explanation. 

May I ask you a couple of questions? 

1. The purpose of this meeting here is what is the 
definition of T-V education. Could you give us your 
definition of T-V education? : 

MRS. HINES: T-V education to me is a teaching tool 
such as all visual aids are teaching tools. It is a 
text book. A text book is a teaching tool. Certainly it 
cannot supplant the teacher and I believe it would make 
much better teaching, however. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: May I ask you another question? 
The objective of T-V education, would you say, should be 
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to teach the basic classes or teach the more cultural, or 
should it be entertainment? 

MRS. HINES: I think the commercial stations can take 
care of the entertainment. However, if any of you have 
seen Dr. Baxter's course on Shakespeare, I am sure you will 
find that your humor has been tickled. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: From your answers, then, I presume 
that you are in favor of the State participating in and 
perhaps regulating T-V education? 

MRS, HINES: I certainly don't believe in State control 
of T-V education. I think it should be vested at the local 
level. I think the State should enable the local school 
districts to take advantage of the opportunities offered by 
clarifying the educational code, for one thing, and allowing 
proper legislation. I am not very well acquainted with 
the Legislation on this, but it seems to me that there 
needs to be legislation enabling school districts to take 
up the opportunity of the Hancock Foundation and the 


Ford Foundation and whatever groups wish to sponsor it. 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: In. other words, after an institution 
like the Hancock Foundation has supplied the memes for 
capital outlay and operation, then you think that the 
programming of your broadcasts should be locally controlled? 

MRS. HINES: Yes, I do. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Any further questions by members of 


the committee? 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


MR, CONRAD: If you don't mind, Mr. Chairman, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: That is okay, Mr. Conrad, By the way, 
I'm sorry I didn't introduce Assemblyman Conrad. He came 
in after my introductions, and he is now to my extreme 
right. Assemblyman Conrad is the Chairman of the Sub- 
committee on Ways and Means to analyze the financial 
aspects of T-V education. 

MR. CONRAD: Mrs. Hines, the thing that I think most 
concerns me, so far as the utilization of educational 
television is concerned, is this: I think you will find 
that about 75 percent of television is film. Any time 
that you get a program of some very fine educator demonstrat 
ing &@ proposition in physics or chemistry the thing would 
probably be put on film, 

MRS. HINES: I understand it is very easy to cinescope 
@ live program and use it in the future. 

MR. CONRAD: Well, actually we are going to go one step 
further than that, Mrs. Hines. I think in two or three: 
years you are going to find tape used. 

MRS. HINES: Really: 

MR. CONRAD: Yes. I think all of you are familiar with 
all of these little home tape recorders on which you can 
record a radio program and use it as long as you wish, and 
then you can erase it and put on another program. NBC 


already has it in the experimental stage, and I think within 


probably four or five years you will see programs put on 
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tape just as they are now on film, which, of course, would 
be considerably cheaper. You can use them as long as you 
wish and then erase them and use the tape for something 
else, The point of it is this: Practically anything 
that would be demonstrated over a long period of time would 
be put, as I say, either on film or on tape. This is the 
thing that concerns me. Although I am not 2 member of this 
education committee, I know a little something of the 
problems of scheduling schools, For example, the schools 
downtown do fot start at the same time as the schools do in 
Beverly Hills, and you have in one county, Los Angeles 
County, I don't know how many school districts; it must be 
at least 40 or 50, and when you get up into the mountain 
counties you have not only county after county but school 
district after school district. You can do one of two 
things, with this film or this tape: You can either build 
a television station, a transmitter, take this film or this 
tape and broadcast it, which means that every school, every 
little district must gear its entire programming to that one 
particular station regardless of any differences that they 


have in operation; it means that the action of the teacher 


herself is iron clad because she must, at two minutes after 


such and such a time, stop whatever she is doing and turn 
this set on because at that particular time this program 
in physics or chemistry or mathametics or whatever it is 


is coming over television. That's the way it is. That is 
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the way that she can do it by television, or she can 
utilize exactly the same thing by means of audio-visual 
equipment, such as we did in the service; she can schedule 
that according to the schedule of her own community or own 
school, and she can utilize it any time during that 
particular class that she feels is satisfactory to her. 

Or she can do as we did in aircraft identification, if her 
class is not getting some particular demonstration, stop 
the machine right there and even reverse the tape or the 
film and project it again, Actually, any five year old 
child can operate an audio-visual machine. So far as the 
light factor is concerned, there is no difference in a 
television set or a screen from the standpoint of the light 


factor. 


MRS. HINES: You can see television better in the day- 
light than you can at night. 

MR. CONRAD: I would raise considerable issue -- if 
you had a fine demonstration -- remember this, that when 
you are using this in a class room you are going to have to 
get a larger screen than you have now, If you start 
cattien dake a 27 inch screen and you are doing a 
demonstration in physics, or something where you really 
want close attention, I think you are going to find that 
your light factors are just about the same. As & matter 


of fact, you can't blow it up as well yet, although that 


is not a factor in the long range plan. Then I think in 
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five or six years you are also going to project television 
into a large screen which will be exactly the same as you 
have now, so from the standpoint of projection I think 

ultimately there will be no difference between the motion 


pictures and television. They will both be equally able 


to be amplified suitably in a lighted or unlighted room. 


The point, as I say, is that I can't quite get the advantage 
of this television station over an individual visual audio 
projector, which to me is far more useful. 

MRS. HINES: I quite agree with you that in specific 
areas probably the audio-visual tools we now have do as 
good a job and maybe better. I don't know. But in other 
areas, let's take current events, for instance, It takes 
3 to 6 months to produce a good educational film, whereas 
if you have got the thing happening right now you could 
take it off a tape, as you say, from the television program, 
and you would have it. But to me the immediacy of tele- 
vision is a terrific advantage, and I would like to speak 
for a minute about the teachers planning their days. 

In the Los Angeles City School system they have a 
radio program which is very well worked out. I am certainly 
no professional at this, but having read it and listened to 
the program I have become particularly interested in 
educational television, and I have asked several of the 
school districts if they used the program. I find that 
Alhambra, Los Angeles City Schools, Burbank, Pasadena, to 
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some extent, and I don't know how many other districts -- 
those are the only ones I tdked to -- but they use that 
radio program. Radio is just as demanding on time as 
television would be, and certainly if they could work in 
this program I should think they could also work in others. 
I don't certainly visualize a whole day of television for 
our children, 

MR. CONRAD: Then let me give you one last question, 
because certainly I have no doubt that television will be 
utilized. As far as the aecepting of television programs, 
in other words, using them at the present time under the 
present set-up is concerned, I think Mr. Collier has 
iepiael raskened an opinion that schools can purchase 
receivers if they wish to see the Allan Hancock program or 
any other public events. So as far as that is concerned, 
the actual seeing of present day television programs, that 
is now permitted under the present Code. The only question 
is whether or not the State or the local districts should 


go into production and broadcasting of programs. 


Now, one last problem and then I will keep quiet, and 
that is on current events. I think you will agree that 
any current event of national interest will be picked up by 
your commercial stations. 

MRS. HINES: That's right, too. 

MR. CONRAD: And they can pick it up so much better than 


any State could possibly do it because as you will remember, 
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in the inauguration they had this portable television camera 
which was actually a portable television projector which 
cost literally millions of dollars to do, so it would be 
impossible for local districts to pay for that type of 
pickup and control that is necessary to pick up great 
national events. That is going to be within the period of 
say, within 4 few years, world wide. I don't think there 

is any question that when the Japanese Diet meets in Tokyo 
five or six years hence, or when Parliament opens in England 
or the Reichstaag opens in Berlin, that you are going to 
have world wide television networks to pick that up, and 
with your tape recording your time element won't make any 
difference, because your commercial broadcaster will put tha 
opening of the Reichstaag on the tape at 2:00 o'elock in the 
morning, or whatever time it happened, or whenever Tokyo or 
Berlin happens to be broadcasting, and then that will be 
released as they now do it on the cinescope. So, from that 
standpoint of the educator utilizing current events, there 
is plenty of law to do it at the present time, because all 
they are going to do is view the actual pictures on the tape 
and that will be done by the commercial stations anyway with 
no cost to the State. The individual school districts can 
utilize it any time they see fit. So there, again, to 
actually put the State in the broadcasting of special events 
I don't see the advantage of it, because anything of 


importance will have already been done by the commercial 
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station better than we can do it. 

MRS. HINES: My thought is that on current events the 
children have to see them on television usually when they 
are in school. I am thinking, for instance, of the 
Eisenhower inauguration which was so thrilling for our | 
children to see. But the children have to have a television 
set. In my own school there are five hundred and some odd 
students and all five hundred students couldn't crowd 
around one set. It meant more than one. 

MR. CONRAD: Your school district now has the authority, 
if it so desires, to buy television sets for that purpose. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I think there is a split decision 
in that direction, Assemblyman Conrad. I believe that the 
Attorney General gave an opinion stating that they couldn't, 
and our Legislative Counsel gave an opinion saying that they 
could, and I think that the school authorities are skeptical 
as to whether they should go ahead and spend moneys in that 
direction. And I think it is due to that skepticism that 


they haven't gone ahead and spent the money. So more than 


likely that is one place that the law should be clarified 


at the next session of the Legislature, permitting them to 
purchase television sets. 

Are there any further questions? 

MR, BRADLEY: I have several. 

Mrs. Hines, just in order to clarify a few factors, have 


you had any experience in actual teaching in the educational 
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field? I ask that question merely to determine whether we 
should consider you in the expert witness class or merely 
somebody coming here representing a cause. 

MRS. HINES: No, I have had no experience in teaching 
at all. In fact, I wouldn't have the credentials for 
teaching. But I have been extremely interested in the 
educational picture, and when educational television became 
something more than a dream it was very inspiring to me 
to think of the potentialities for children and adults. 

MR. BRADLEY: Then these remarks of yours are more or 
less your thoughts on this subject and not a question of 
practical experience in any way? 

MRS, HINES: Not in the sense that I am an educator, 
no, nor a television expert. But I have participated in 
watching television programs being put on. I have been on 
television programs and I have beenin the schools a great 


deal because of my interest. I have been talking with 


everyone I could talk to in the last week on this subject. 


MR. BRADLEY: I am glad to hear of your interest in the 
schools because then perhaps you would have an answer for 
this one: Any educational T-V program is going to cost 
money... 

MRS. HINES: Right. 

MR. BRADLEY: Quite a lot of money. 


MRS. HINES: Yes. 
MR. BRADLEY: Are you willing to advocate taking this 
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money from the present school funds, or do you expect the 
Legislature to find additional money for this extra layer 
on top of what we now have? 

MRS. HINES: Well, I am sorry that I don't have a good 
answer for that. 

MR. BRADLEY: That's a tough one. 

MRS. HINES: The only thing I can say is that, for 
instance, in 1910 we were all interested in transportation, 


and the States had to provide the roads. 


MR. BRADLEY: And we increased the gas tax to get money 


to build roads. 

MRS, HINES: Well, I am willing to pay it. - 

MR. BRADLEY: Do you have a zeal ° so that you are 
willing to pay extra tax? 

MRS. HINES: I am perfectly willing to pay extra taxes 
to provide this steel. for our children and adults. 

MR. BRADLEY: Do you think educational T-V would be 
worth more tax money than the present program? 

MRS. HINES: I do, because I think it certainly can't 
supplant the tools that they are using now in audio-visual 
and yet I think to some extent it can. When you think of 
the tremendous amount of money tied up sometimes in films 
that are for some specific time of year, for instance, 
they could be done on this tape that Assemblyman Conrad 
mentioned at a very inexpensive amount, and could be given 


to @ local district -- not just five schools -- 
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MR. BRADLEY: I don't know about the technical end of 
it, and I wouldn't want to get into that at all. 

Now, the next question is this: Are you advocating 
T-V merely in the schcols, or do I get it that you are 
advocating it also in the homes, as a part of the educational 
program for adults and the general public? 

MRS. HINES: Well, to my mind adult education has almos 
more potentialities than education for the children. I 
think the training of teachers is terribly important. [I 
think probably in the training of teachers we have the most 
valuable aspect. | : 

MR. BRADLEY: You don't train teachers in the home. 

MRS. HINES: No, but you could, 

MR. BRADLEY: On top of that we have this question: 
Propaganda. Do you anticipate a propaganda move or efforts 
to use this T-V for propaganda of all kinds? 

MRS. HINES: I firmly believe in our American way of 
life and our democratic system, and the processes of 
democracy, and I cannot believe that the men that we elect 
as our representatives would in any way enforce propaganda 
through a medium such as this. 

MR, BRADLEY: We are not talking about our represen- 
tatives which we elect, but we are talking about the ones 
we have on various Boards that get to be sort of dictators. 


MRS. HINES: Boards of Education are elected. It seems 


to me that that is the most wonderful example of democratic 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


process, is the local Board of Education. 

MR. BRADLEY: Then at what level of the government would 
you place control of these programs? Would you place them 
at the school district level or where? 

MRS. HINES: As I said, I think it should be primarily 
placed at school district level. I think that it requires 
some framework in the educational code such as the framework 
for every other kind or phase of school work. 

MR. BRADLEY: And you would advocate the extension of th 
school system at the district level to include T-V educational 
programs for the ainevei public, for the adult education of 
the general public, is that it? 

MRS, HINES: Well, I don't think that the school board 
in itself should be the last answer in the community. I 
think that other community groups certainly should be 
represented on any program making or policy making decisions 


I think that representatives of the community, respected 


citizens, members of the ministry, and so forth, should be 


included. 

MR. BRADLEY: Then we would have to get a new set-up 
in control, something we don't have now? 

MRS, HINES: No, as I understand it, the Hancock 
Foundation is proposing an advisory board made up of 31 
members, and I believe about half of them are very 


prominent educators in this area and the other half are 


prominent citizens. 
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MR. BRADLEY: The Hancock Foundation is a private 
institution. You wouldn't advocate placing education of 
our citizens in the hands of any private organization, 
would you? 

MRS, HINES: Well, the Hancock Foundation to my mind 
is a means by which Captain Allan Hancock has given to this 
area the means to produce educational television, and he 
does not control it. 

MR. BRADLEY: We have got dozens of these Foundations 
in the United States, and many of them are in very bad 
repute. They go from year to year, and I think they are 
up and down in the levels of public support, and.I think in 
order to get into educational television for the public we 
would need some public officials to control it. 

MRS. HINES: I quite agree with you. I agree with you. 

MR, BRADLEY: Just one other question and then I will 
let you off as far as I am concerned. ‘I am just trying to 
clarify these things because we cannot stick to any one 
line if we are going to learn all the facts about this. 

You remarked that it takes 3 to 6 months to produce a 
good film for audio-visual work. 

MRS, HINES: That's what I was told. 

MR. BRADLEY: If it takes 3 to 6 months to produce a 
good film, why should it be possible to produce a good 
dependable program in television just on the spot, you might 


say, hot off the griddle? Why wouldn't you get all kinds of 
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errors in there and possibly some that you certainly don't 
want. 

MRS. HINES: I quite see your point, and I wondered 
about it myself, but Mr. Howarth, Mr. Harry Howarth, who 
is head of the audio-visual services in the Pasadena 
schools, made that statement. I am afraid he is not here 
today, but I will certainly ask him to elaborate on that 
if you wish and send the material to you. 

MR. BRADLEY: Thank you for your comments and replies. 
I am just trying to bring out the facts, 

MRS. HINES: Well, there is a lot I would like to know 
about it too. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Are there any further questions? 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Hines, before you leave I would 
_ dike to ask you this: I believe you stated that your 
definition of T-V education is that T-V is just one of the 


tools for educational purposes. Now may I ask you this: 


You are in favor of T-V education; would you go into 


T-V education at 411 levels simultaneously or would you 
start at the elementary level with your programs and proceec 
on to your High School, or would you start at your higher 
level of education, where perhaps there would be fewer 
errors made, and if the errors were made it would be less 
costly, and then proceed back to the elementary level? 

MRS. HINES: Well, Mr. Collier, I wish I could answer 
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that, All I can say is that having attended the Governor's 


Conference and sitting there with awe and respect for the 
great minds that were working on this problem, I am afraid 
you should ask them. 

MR. COLLIER: Thank you very much. 

Mrs. Hiller? 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Knight or Mr. Knight? 

(No response) 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Has Mrs. Nancy Applewhite arrived 


NANCY D, APPLEWHITE 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you give your name so that the 
public can hear it and state whom you represent? 

MRS, APPLEWHITE: My name is Nancy D. Applewhite, and 
I represent simply myself as an individual having been in 
the Pasadena school system for 33 years. The last 29 
years I was engaged as Supervisor of Drama. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You may proceed. 

MISS APPLEWHITE: Well, I object very strongly to 
educational T-V because it would become a transmission belt 
for propaganda and slanted education, which we have been 


fighting all over the United States as it comes through the 
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N.E.A. and through the N.C.C.P.8., and through many, many 
other organizations including 8ll the Foundations, which 
have slanted programs ready to flow right into the homes 
and schools, 

I know that some people are not aware of what the 
Foundations are doing, but we do know, and the Foundations 
are under investigation by a2 Committee of Congress under 
Carroll Reece, and we certainly hope that these things will 
be brought out. 

Not only would the Foundations be ready with their 
material but also the A.D.L., the Anti-defamation League, 
which in the name of better human relations and so on is 
really fomenting difficulties in the minority groups, so- 
called, a term which they have invented. I would be very 


strongly against educational T-V. I know what it is doing, 


. and as to the Ford Foundation, I would like to go on record 
that I have sat in on the so-called Adult Education programs 
which use films,and it is a very clever way to create 

mass mindedness, and mass mind opinions. 

As in the case of the program given for older people, 
which was called "Great Men and Great Issues", it was very 
cleverly and carefully worked out by @ booklet which was 
given to the participants, 1m which they read about a 
great man in American life, and then they came to the course 
and saw a short film. Then they had a guided discussion, and 


if any of you know anything about group dynamics, you know 
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what I mean, where everyone who is out of line with what 
the recorder and the people in charge of the program want 
is made to feel inferior, 4a non-cooperative, and so on, 
And at the end of these programs, instead of a vote on how 
the people feel, they are not allowed to take a vote; they 
are simply @llowed to arrive at a concensus of opinion, in 
which really nobody has expressed his own mind, I have 
seen that in two courses -- or rather three -- in the Ford 
Foundation; two of which I visited, and another in which a 
friend of mine took part. So I know whereof I speak. 
And in the San Francisco area there is a non-commercial 
program being prepared -- in fact, it is already -on the 
air -- which comes into the homes on the payment of, I 
think, $10 for the log, and you have to have a special 
tuning arrangement to get the program. But this is 
_ financed, if not completely, partly by the Ford Foundation, 
and the programs are very slanted. And in telling children's 
stories, the one who has charge of that is not telling the 


story but interpreting stories. And if you know what a 


left-wing person can do about interpreting, I need’ say no 


more. I think you are aware of that. 


Now, as to the cost, it would be phenominal if we had 
to pay for it out of our taxes, and that is just where the 
Foundations are going to get in a wonderful argument about 
sparing us all the trouble, just as the Ford Foundation 
tried to get into the San Marino schools through the PTA's, 
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They were approached, being told that they needn't bother 
about any programs at all for that year, because the Ford 
Foundation would furnish speakers, would furnish programs, 
and 80 on. Fortunately one of my friends, a very alert 
young mother, was aware of what that meant, and she was 
afraid of speaking out because she knew ‘the group was so 
uninformed, and so much under the domination of the -- what 
shall I say -~ the directives coming down from the head of 
PTA, 28 we. all know -- I think the best expression for what 
is happening to many women's clubs -- is packaged thinking - 
it is being sent out from the top. Practically all of our 
educational groups and our club groups are more and more 
infiltrated, and these women are unconsciously following a 
directive. But this alert friend of mine in San Marino 
spoke out and found there was one other person who was alert 
-and together they defeated that whole thing. 

So we don't need to be afraid if there are only a few 
of us who are against these high powered, tremendously 


wealthy groups. 
I must mention another.one: The Rosenberg Foundation, 


about which very little is known, but a pamphlet has been 


written: "Shall the University of California be taken 
over by Communism?" which exposes the Rosenberg Foundation. 
A VOICE: Will you speak louder, please? 
MRS. APPLEWHITE: I hope you can all hear me. I was 
speaking about the foundations having all of this money to 
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spend for slanted propaganda programs, and that the Rosenbe 
Foundation will be disclosed as one of the very worst. It 
operates through our schools already, and I have a lot of 
documentation on that, &@ tremendous amount, as well as this 
pamplet called “Shall the University of California be taken 
over by Communism?" 

I think that's all I have to say. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Applewhite -- Miss Applewhite: 

MISS APPLEWHITE: Miss Applewhite. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Miss Applewhite, you said you objected 
to T-V education because it was a propaganda medium. Then 
your definition of T-V education is a2 medium for spreading 
propaganda? Is that your definition? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: At the present time, with the domination 
of the N.E.A, and the N.C.C.P.S., and all of the Foundations 

. practically all of our education hiarchy is infiltrated and 
slanted. That is shown clearly in all of the publications 
they put out. In the Pasadena case, for instance, Mr. 
Goslin didn't bring progressive education; it was already 
there. But he accelerated it and moved a little too fast 
so that the people in the community caught on to what was 


going on, and he was reprimanded by the N.E.A. who told 


him that he should have waited until the people were 
conditioned before he went so fast. But, you know what 
happened to Mr. Goslin. So that is what I mean. It can 


be a channel under the present circumstances and would 
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doubtless be a channel for propaganda of all sorts. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you state in your own words 
what your definition of T-V education is? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: Well, if I had to give one, just one 
definition, I would say that educational T-V can be,under 
the present circumstances, really mass hypnotism for the 
young students. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you. Are there any other 
questions by members of the Committee? 

MR. BRADLEY: Just one. With your 33 years school- 
teaching experience you can certainly qualify as an expert 
in that field, but have you had any actual experience in 
the audio-visual work? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: I have put on @ series of radio 
programs many times with our drama students over KWKW, and 
various programs even over CBS. 


MR. BRADLEY: Do you think that these visual methods of 


education are really worth while, that they get results 


commensurate with their cost as compared with the blackboard 
method, and so forth? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: No, I do not. I think we tend to make 
education just a matter of looking and listening and require 
very little on the part of the youngsters, So our standards 
are lowered. Young people just go to school and sit and 
expect to have education poured into their minds, 


MR. BRADLEY: In other words, you still believe in 
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reading, writing and arithmetic? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: I certainly believe that the only way 
in which to educate is to have the fundamentals and have 
absolutely straightforward sound thinking on the part of 
each individual. 

MR. BRADGEY: You remarked, when speaking of T-V in 
general, "I know what it is doing." I'm not sure that I 
got exactly your meaning on that. Do you mean that it is 
something in the way of subversive lines, or do you mean 
it is educating or helping the people, or what do you mean 
exactly? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: I know this, that friends of mine 
who have children and who have the television in their 
homes have told me that they are finding it very difficult 
to get any programs they want the children to listen to. 

I could elaborate on that, but that is the fact, that the 


programs coming into the homes now are slanted, and some 


of the things that they have seen have been very objection- 
able. May I mention that we know that some things are 
coming out, like this dreadful film called "Don't 
Discriminate," which was made by our own Department of 
Commerce. Now, why our Department of Commerce should enter 
into film making I do not know, but we do know that this 
film called "Don't Discriminate", actually makes very 
glamourous mixed marriages between negroes and whites, 


which is something that neither the negroes nor the whites 
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want, I am quite sure. 

MR. BRADLEY: Do you believe that we would get any 
particular propaganda at district levels, that is, at 
school district levels rather than getting into the higher 
levels of, you might say, Foundations and all that? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: I think that would depend upon the 
school board, but we do know in most cities we are having 
trouble right now. Our situation in Pasadena has not been 
cleared up. Just because Mr. Goslin is gone, that 
doesn't signify that the whole situation is right. It is 
far from right. And it would depend upon the school board 
members and upon the people in the city. 

MR. BRADLEY: I rather concluded from some of your 
remarks that you felt that the greater the potential 
audience the gmater the effort would be to get control of 


the broadcast and therefore more opportunity or more efforts 


by subversives to get in, is that your feeling? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: Well, no, that isn't it exactly. I 
know that that is the purpose of 4 great many of the things 
that are happening now in education, to get a broader field 
and a broader audience. I think they are pushing this 
just so that they will be able to control more. That 
differs slightly from what you thought I said. 

MR. BRADLEY: I take it you do not consider all of 
these various Foundations, without exception, to be highly 


patriotic organizations? 
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MISS APPLEWHITE: Well, as a matter of fact, I know of 
none except perhaps the Foundations that are helping the 
Harding College -- I know of none who are above reproach, 
but that is rather a blanket statement. I have not looked 
into the Hancock statement, but we know the Ford, the 
Carnegie, the Rockerfeller, and the Guggenheim, and so on, 
are all very bad, 

MR. BRADLEY: Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Miss Applewhite, may I ask you one 


question? Referring to this "Don't Discriminate" film 


that you referred to, is this hearsay evidence on your part 
that there is a film by that title, or do you know it as a 
fact? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: I am writing to the -- we have been 
told that there is, and have heard it and saw a circular 
_ which was sent around to that effect, but I am writing to 
know just where the film is, who made it, and what the 
plans are for using it. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: To whom are you writing? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: To our Department of Commerce. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: The United States Department of 
Commerce? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you. Are there any other 


questions? 
MR, DOYLE: I would like to ask Miss Applewhite if 
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she knows the name of the stations in the San Francisco 
Bay area, where I am from? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: I will send you that. I thought I 
put it in my brief case but I looked for it and find I 
haven't got it. I can't remember it. It has just been 
operating a short while. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Any further questions? 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Miss Applewhite, before you leave 
may I ask the audience to refrain from any emotional out- 
burst so far as applauding and so forth are concerned? We 
wish to conduct this meeting in such a way that this 
Committee will not be influenced in their decisions relative 
to applause or applause meters. S8o I wish you would 
refrain from that. 

You mentioned about the Rosenberg Foundation and that 


you can document that it is being used for propaganda 


purposes, of slanting. Will you clarify that a little bit 


for us? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: Well, I would prefer not to ‘unless 
I had my documentation with me, but I am turning this in; 
not right now, because I have to finish the typing of it, 
but I have the complete outline on what the Rosenberg 
Foundation is doing here in California. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you send this Committee a copy 


of that? 
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MISS APPLEWHITE: Yes, a complete copy of it. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: When you have finished with it? 

MISS APPLEWHITE: Yes, I will do it. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: And we can put it in the record 
along with your testimony. 

MISS APPLEWHITE: Yes, I will do that, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you very much. 

MISS APPLEWHITE: You are welcome. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Miss Lee Bonnett, Is she here? 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Has Mrs. Hiller shown up yet? 
Mrs. H. W. Courtois. 

A VOICE: We telephoned and found out she was ill in 


bed. 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Oh, she is ill in bed, Mrs. Walter 


Blount. 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Elizabeth Lane. Has she 
arrived yet? 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I believe those are the only ones 
that have sent in their request. If there is any one 
in this audience who would like to make statements before 
this Committee, they are entitled to do so. Come forward, 


sir. 


(Whereupon Assemblyman Hobbie left the hearing room) 
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MAURICE GUERNSEY BLAIR 


a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you state your position? 

MR. BLAIR: Associate Superintendent of the Los 
Angeles City School Districts. My direct: = responsibility 
is in the field of instruction, and I am responsible for 
library text books, the course of study, instructional 
guides, audio-visual materials. 

Mr. Collier, I came somewhat unprepared, but I have 
made &@ few notes during the preceding discussions and 
reports from representative citizens here at this meeting. 
The President of my Board, Dr. Hugh Willett, suggested that 
I attend this meeting, and I do so because of my particular 
interest in the field of improving the culture and the 
education not only of our pupils but of our community. 

In the way of background, so that you need not ask me 


some questions regarding my experience, I attended the 


meeting before the Federal Communications Commission in 


Washington, D.C., approximately three years ago at:the time 
of the hearing regarding the use of the ultra high frequency 
educational television, and testified on the stand, which 
is a matter of record, in the latter part of the week -- 
one full day and a half a day. 

My particular comments there, which are available to 


this Committee, if I may send them to you from my file, 
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dealt with the possibilities of use of this great media in 


community service with adults and with the youth and 
children of our community in improving their education and 
their culture, 

I think you will find in my testimony that I stress to 
a@ greater degree the bringing to the community of signifi- 
cant events,of great scientific developments, of activities 
in our courts, in our Legislature, in our community affairs, 
and national affairs, that will enrich the lives of all our 
people. I am talking not on my notes, now, but wanted to 
bring you the background. 

Second, for the past two years I have served on the 
Governor's Advisory Committee on Educational Television, 
working with the State Superintendent of Instruction, his 
assistant Francis Noel, and with leaders in business, 
industry, agriculture and education. 

We are naturally well divided in this representation. 

I also have a report that I must give to my Board next 
week, which I will be happy to send to you, regarding 
recent developments in California in the eight ultra high 
frequency channels. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: We would be glad to have it, sir. 

MR. BLAIR: And some of my staff are here, and they 
would be very happy to comment, if you wish. 

I wuld like now, if I may, Mr. Collier, and Ladies 


and Gentlemen, to try and make some statements that I think 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


T 
you are interested in, and I will make these from notes 
that I developed a few minutes ago. 

First is: Television and the State's responsibility. 
Controls, organization, and finance, we are concerned 
with those three. 

The committee with whom I work, the Advisory Committee, 
believes, as someone has previously stated, that with 
regard to specific controls it would be up to local 
communities. However, I feel personally, and some of my 
associates, that there are certain overall general controls 
that State Department must exercise in order to keep certain 


policies and procedures to avoid political developments and 


propaganda and other disseminationd information that are 


not in keeping with what should be the basic policy and 
philosophy, as I understand it, of educational television. 
What is the purpose of educational television? It is 
one of the greatest media known to man today. Television 
is like that crystal set of mine many, many years ago. It 
is in its infancy. What you and I know will happen with 
educational television 10 years from now will amazé all of 
us. Every time we hear a radio program, every time we 
see a picture, there is education taking place, good or bad, 
and educational television wants to make it good. 
I looked at my television before I went on the air on 
Channel 28, our local educational television, and I counted 


almost between 11 and 12 murder situations in the short time 
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that I looked at the television in the late afternoon. 


We have had enough of Gorgeous Gussie and Gorgeous George, 
and I believe thoroughly that the purpose of educational 
television is to bring to the people the best in culture 
and in education, to develop better citizens, worthy, 
intelligent, and I want to emphasize this, loyal, patriotic 
American citizens. 

These people who have just testified have indicated what 
educational television would do based upon what they have 
seen commercial television now doing. There are only two 
official stations in action now, one in Houston, Texas, 
and the other in Channel 28, the Hancock Foundation. 

And departing from my script again, I am handing to you, 
Mr. Collier, the statement from Allan Hancock, @ local 
citizen here in our community, who has donated constantly 
.to the welfare of the people of this community and to the 
University of Southern California, and to other educational 


institutions, untold benefits that accrue to all of us. 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Pardon me, Mr. Blair, but I believe 


Since you brought this and submitted it, you wish it to go 


into the record? 


MR. BLAIR: I would like that to go into the record, and 
I would like to read two or three quotes which will help us. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Certainly. 

MR. BLAIR: Now I would like to go on with the 
definition, to develop worthy, intelligent,. loyal, 
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patriotic American citizens, to bring to the people of 

our country, the lawyer, the merchant, the laborer, the 
industrialist, the agriculturist, the housewife, the man 

on the street, the best that we can give him in culture and 
education, to know his country better, to understand this 
great economic system, and in knowing these things about the 
land, the people, the government, the great documents, the 
great leaders, that he will know his country better. 

Now, I do happen to be associated with the Board of 
Education and a Superintendent of Schools who has been 
mentioned here, but I want to refute some of the statements 
about the educational system, because I am concerned with 
the best that we can give to the youth of our country, and 
I am not concerned with personalities and never have been in 
my life here in 38 years as a teacher, as an instructor of: 
military science and tactics, as a supervisor and athletic 
coach, and as a Vice Principal and a Principal, as an 


Awistant Superintendent, and an Associate Superintendent, 


And I resent statements of people who have never been in a 


classroom in the public schools of this city making the 
statements they do, both about our educational progran, 
about our loyalty, and about our staff and personnel. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Blair, may I interrupt here and 
say that it was not the purpose of this Committee here to 
discuss or bring in personalities at the time, so it was 


a wilful statement made by the participants. 
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MR, BLAIR: I am sorry, and I apologize. I didn't 
intend to get into it. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: It is not the intent of this 
Committee to bring in personalities, or it is not the intent 
of this Committee to act as an Un-American Committee either. 

MR. BLAIR: I regret that, and I will be glad to have 
my part stricken off the record, and I apologize. 

May I state briefly wnat we want as educators and as 
citizens. And in this document which I will quote here, 
there are 31 representative citizens of this community who 
are above question. But what we want is permissive 
legislation, a decision to make possible for the use of our 
community adult education to the shut-ins, to the handicapped, 
the best that we can give them in the way of information, 
scientific, economic, social development. 

We realize the problem of finance, but do you know that 
this would be a more economic thing -- we can increase our 
returns on the budget, and I believe the day will come when 


our hme teachers can be supplanted by master teachers -- 


I'm talking about for the shut-in, the child who is sick, 


where we send teachers to the home to help an individual 
child -- we can save a great deal of money. Our doctors, 
our nurses, our librarians, and all our special teachers 
can reach more children through this media, We will 

deal with the mentally and physically handicapped, and this 


media can do some of the work that we cannot otherwise do. 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


We want a right to begin to use television in a limited 
and experimental way in the class rooms, My Board has 
asked me 10 or 12 questions which I took to the Committee 
two weeks ago, on what can television do, as Mr. Conrad 
has said, that we cannot do with films and film strips. 

I have a note here, Mr. Conrad, if you will permit me, from 
the County schools here, We have 52 copies of a film 
called "Christmas Repsody" which are all booked and 20 more 
copies are needed. We have about $3000 tied up in this 
project. 

MR. CONRAD: May I interrupt there? 

MR. BLAIR: Yes. 

MR. CONRAD: Won't that be elimited by the use of tape? 

MR. BLAIR: I don't think that could be eliminted by 


the use of tape, because on tape you only have one of the 


D*8. 

MR, CONRAD: What do you mean, one of the D's? [I am 
talking about tape that will put in sight as well as sound, 
which is now practically completed. In other words, you 
make a film on tape, 

MR. BLAIR: You are in another experimental stage with 
your tape. But let me complete this and then answer you. 

We can do this same thing on T-V but whentwe pay the 
distributor, and show it four or five times, where we have 
to put in that much money, wear the film out, ité costs ::t* 


usS more money in the end. I hope that this gentleman who 
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Phillip Essman, consultant in audio-visual education, will 
come in here a little later and answer Mr. Conrad on that 
question. 

Now, if you will permit me -- 

MR. CONRAD: Surely. 

MR, BLAIR: And I also have two other of my staff here 
who can answer that directly for you. 

Generally speaking educators are recognized as conserva- 
tive, patriotic citizens. I, and many of my associates have 
served this country on many, many occasions. I think they 
can be trusted to use educational T-V for the good of this 
country and their community. I want to dispel.’ any idea 
in the minds of anyone that Allan Hancock owns and controls 
this station, Frieda Hannock, one of the Commissioners on 
the Federal Communications Commission phoned me from 
Washington before coming here, recently, and we talked for 
one half hour on this problem, and we conferred with a group 
of educators and business people regarding the policy that 
this station belongs to the community. And Allan Hancock 


himself has made this statement -- 


There are three statements I will make before I 
get to that. 
The homes containing receivers in this area number 
1,600,000 and with a simple addition 100 percent of these 
sets can be arranged to receive Channel 28, KTHE, or, if 


desired, any other ultra high frequency chamel. It costs 
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about $35 to $40 to convert a set despite the fact that 
there are rumors that it costs from $135 to $150 and $200. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: May I ask you @ question on that 
adapter? 

MR. BLAIR: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: If that can be adapted to a set to 
receive Channel 28, will the same adapter receive all other 
high frequencies stations? 

MR.BLAIR: Yes, that will receive all other educational 
channels, ultra high frequency. 

MR. CONRAD: It will receive commercial ultra high 
frequency channels, too, for example Channel 22? 

MR, BLAIR: Yes, that's correct. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you. 

MR. BLAIR: Before I forget it, I want you to know 
that I was quite disturbed when the Government gave a channe 
to Tijuana, when we are talking about the mis-use of 
educational television or television, in San Diego, and you 


will see that in my report, and that the State is attempting 


to get Channel 12 returned, and that is a regular standard 


broadcasting station that the Federal Communications 
Commission had given them the permit on. And Tijuana can 
beam their broadcasts right up this coast until they hit the 
mountains, and can take in this territory. © 


Now, you may ask -- I am quoting Allan Hancock -- what 


we are going to do. 
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We set up a plan to ask teachers, administrators, civic 
leaders, and many other representatives of this community 
to help in the planning of the program. The organization 
for KTHE, Channel 28, calls for an advisory board of 31 
outstanding civic leaders and educators, Cardinal McIntyre, 
Dr. Coons of Occidental College, Dr. Smith of Whittier 
College, Mr. Allen of the University of California at 
Los Angeles, Monseigneur Degnan, Superintendent of the Paro- 
chiale Schools, and many other prominent leaders in the 
field of the music world and the art world are members of 
this committee, and that list is available to you. 

One more thing from Allan Hancock: 

"What should be done and how can television help 
the schools, the colleges and a1l1 the people of our great 
community? Our studio transmitters are operating.” 

And on the reverse side you will see the program for 
December lst. During this month, for the information of 
any of the audience, the County, the Parochial schools 
under Cardinal McIntyre and Monseigneur Degnan and the Los 
Angeles City Schools are putting on approximately 16 
programs. My own system is putting on 9. 

Let me tell you what some of them are: They are 
moral and spiritual values in education -- love of country - 
in another one American Ideals, American history and 


American government and American institutions; another is 


in the basic skills, reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling 
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and good listening. Another is in science. And I could 
go on and on. 

Now, just briefly, because I know you want to hear from 
other people, I would like to answer one or two of these 
questions, 

I trust that no one would question the integrity of my 
own Board of Education: Mrs, Stafford, Mrs. Cole, Mr. 
Burke, Hugh Willett, Mr. Gardner, and recently Mr. 
Carpenter. They were elected by the people in the 
democratic process in this community, and they are reputable 
citizens in the field of industry, education, law, and 
in housewiféry. This media is not & substitute for a good 
teacher. T-V is just another supplemental aid. It isa 
great aid. And the unfortunate thing that is in the picture 
is that in the State Code, as you spelled it out, you can 
help in radio but you cannot help in television. Television 
is just another D. It is another dimension that is added 
to it, and, of course, that is the problem that the Attorney 
General is ruling on now. 

The State Code does permit us to participate in radio 
and to use money, and I think the day is coming when, as 
they are doing in Seattle, they will permit, through 
legislation, $1.00 A.D.A. And I am not worrying about 


subversive influences in this. You have already got a lot 


of it in regular broadcasting, but through the State controls 


and through our local controls and State policies we can 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


keep this thing clean and Keep it out of the hands of 
people who want to misuse it. 

Regarding control of programs, I refute any statement 
that this program is going to be controlled by any 
Foundation. This program belongs to the community, and 


the Commissioners told me and have phoned me and have 


telegraphed me and said, %whatever you do, Mr. Blair, you 


keep this a community program or we will take your license 
away from them." 

Now, if you want a quote on that directly from the 
person I could give that to you, too. | 

Now, we have no quarrel with commercial broadcasting 
people -- this is on the record too in Sacramento at one 
of our meetings with the attorneys for NBC and ABC and 
others -- there is room for both of us. There is room for 
both of us to clean our programs or improve them if they 
need to te cleaned up or improved. We can work side by side 
They have the entertainment, wrestling, football, the 
Gorgeous George and Gorgeous Gussies, and we can bring the 
culture and we can bring the fine things of life, that 
people are crying for. It will serve the community and it 
will serve the country. 

Oh, what we can do in home study in the improvement of 
the learning process with people -- with adult language 
and foreign languages and understanding of their governments 


the great events, the great scientific developments, the 
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developments in industry and the steel business and 
education and literature! The librarians are worried. They 
say, “People don't read any more." 

We are going to capitalize this medium. 

I am sorry that Mr. Conrad isn't going to stay here 
with us, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Oh, he will be right back, Mr, Blair. 

MR. BLAIR: I sometimes wonder how much more we can 
bring in the field of moral and spiritual values to our 
people. We have become too materialistic and have disregard 
some of the great rituals, iene of the great things of life. 
And without advocating preaching a dogma, a creed, or a 
religion, we can bring to our people these spiritual and 
moral wlues, We can bring @ thing that is basic to all 
religion, that of good will, of faith, of reverence, and of 


respect for law; we can tell about our courts and our 


government in action. Do you know that we send down to 


this building and to the other buildings, to watch the 
court in action, thousands and thousands of students? That 
has cost us thousands and thousands of dollars in bus 
transportation. We can bring the museum, the zoo, we can 
bring the courts in action so that our boys can study 
government, can study the State Legislature. 

Maybe you can make it on a tape recorder. I don't know. 
You ask my expert there. But I don't think there is 


anything that you can do any better than to bring to a 
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classroom on a stated occasion @ great event in the lives 


of our city or @ great measure up in the State Legislature, 


and bring it to them right off the griddle, and I think 


we will have better men and women in our courts and so forth. 
They will act better. They will be more courteous and more 
considerate. We are in the public eye. We are all public 
servants. I am one along with you. And our public and 
your television will make us better public citizens in our 
appearance and in our use of the language and the way we act 
towards each other. I am not critical, I don't think. I 
have quoted the cost of films. Let me say this, that films 
in the classroom are in the experimental stage. There are 

&@ lot of things which you can bring, like, say to Universities, 
@ great surgeon working on the heart or performing an oper- 
ation, You can bring the master teacher that can affect 

the lives of so many people, one who has a skill in getting 
over an appreciation of a thing, of his country, of his 
church, or his religion, without getting into the religious 
factors, but the moral and spiritual side. 

Safety! We are worried about highway traffic. I am 
serving on a Governor's Highway Traffic Advisory Council, 
and I have served for two years, and we are all appalled at 
the dreadful loss of life and what can we do in teaching 
people how to drive and how to consider other people. 

Now, there are a lot of other things, and my staff 
wants me to say them. Those are my thoughts, but I know you 
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want +o ask me some questions. I know,Mr. Collier, that 

the gentleman over here, Mr. Bradley, wants to ask me some 
questions, and I want to answer every one.of those questions 
that you ask and I want to try and answer Mr. Conrad here. 
But I work close to the people. I work with pupils. I 

sit by my Board and hear personalities back and forth, but 
by and large in the classroom the things that you hear on th 
Board of Education or in the groups, many times are not the 
things that the good teacher in the classroom is bringing to 
her pupils. I hope some day these people can sit down with 
us. I would like to talk to the people who think we are 
falling apart. I am fighting to do a better job in educa- 
tion and so are my associates, and our pupils are just as 
loyal as the boys that I tmined in military science, in 
tactics, who became Generals, -- five of them -- at Manual 
Arts High School -- just as Goody Knight -- I never worried 
about their patriotism, and I have seen boys coming out of 
our schools in the Korean War and come back. Did we worry 
about them? We have got a lot of Reds everywhere, but by 


and large our girls and boys are basically sound, and our 


teachers of education, there are none better in the world 


today. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Blair, it is 10 minutes until 
| 12:00 now, and many of us are going out to have our luncheon. 
Perhaps we could get a little jump on those who will leave 


at 12:00. Perhaps we can get out ahead of them and then 
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get back at 1:30. We will adjourn until 1:30 so that we 


ean continue the testimony at that time. 


MR. BLAIR: One thirty? 
MR. BRADLEY: You are just the kind of people we cu 


talk with. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Recess until 1:30. 
(Whereupon, at 11:50 a.m. a recess was taken until 1:30 


p.m. of the same day) 
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1953, 1:30 P.M 
: + @ 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: The Committee will come to order, 

Mr. Blair, will you adjust your seat so that in speaking 
into that microphone the people in the audience will be 
able to hear you? ; : 

Mr. Blair, again may I state the objective of this 
Committee is, number one, to find out what is the definition 
of T-V education. You have given a rather general, broad 
statement, and in your statement I believe you stated that 


all T-V was educational, every program was educational, some 


good and some bad. We are now interested in T-V education 


as it relates to the schools and T-V education as it 
relates to out of class teaching, and I would like to keep 
those two subjects as distinct as we possibly can. 

MR. BLAIR: Yes, sir. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: what is your definition of T-V 
education so far as the classroom is concerned? 

MR. BLAIR: T-V education --- there is no substitute, 
as I said before, for the teacher, but the teacher needs the 
best tools and aids that she can possibly get. Educational 
television is one of the greatest tools that has been 
devised and known to date that will assist the teacher in 
improving the learning process in the basic skills, in the 


fine and practical arts, and in the development of worthy, 


intelligent, loyal, patriotic citizens. 
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CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Let me ask you this question, then: 

If T-V is adopted in our classrooms, would you limit 
teaching to those basic subjects which would be a pre- 
requisite to College, or would you limit it to those 
subjects that would be required to just graduate from 
‘High School? 

MR. BLAIR: I wouldn't limit it to any degree with 


regard to the type of students. As you know, most of our 


High Schools in California are the comprehensive type. 


They are the public schools designed for all the children 
of all the people, and it is important that all of them 
are well grounded in citizenship, in an understanding of 
their country, and in the basic communication skills that 
are necessary to become a worthy citizen, to vote intelli- 
gently, and to serve loyally and faithfully. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Then, as I gather, from your 
definition education should be directed more toward the 
social adaptation of the child to society? 

MR. BLAIR: Not necessarily in the pure sense of the 
word, because we want to bring to the pupils the master 
techniques in learning basic skills, and we want to bring 
to them the great scientific developments, the great 
incidents in our national life, in our community life. 

We wish to bring them something about our government, our 
Legislature, our City Council, the functions of government 


as they serve a community or serve a State. We are teach- 
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ing that in the abstract out of a text book. Wht we 
have in the way of supplemental tools are some films, some 
film strips, some illustrations, some costly visits to the 
City Council and to the courts. We have had to curtail our 
program to the courts here recently because it cost us so 
much money, but we can make really live in the minds of the 
child what government means to him personally, what welfare 
means to him personally, what is involved in safety, 
highway traffic safety or safety in the home, 
I am talking now about children in the classroom. It 

is difficult to set a program from Grade I or Kindergarten 
through the 12th Grade, through the Elementary. and Secondary 
Schools, in which you take up a particular lesson, because 
.€@11 pupils aren't enrolled in that particular subject at 
that particular time. Although there are possibilities 
in closed circuits where we can do that, and we can do that 
with the shut-inns, the spastics, the physically handicapped 
who cannot come to school, but for whom we spend hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to send home teachers to instruct 
‘those pupils in accordance with the Code and our. educational 
requirements. 

- So this can be used directly in a classroom to a limited 
degree, but in @ broader sense to bring the significant 


events of our times and our days in science, economics, 


_the American private enterprise system, in a moral and 


spiritual sense our great background and its significance, 
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and we can bring so much in the way of documentation of 
what goes on every day in a great big thriving modern 
community. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Blair, you being an educator, 
you are aware of the fact that there are certain basic 
subjects that are a requirement. in our schools? 

MR. BLAIR: Yes, sir, only too well. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER; And that the more subjects we add 
the more we are diluting the time that can be spent on 
those basic subjects. When you speak of supplementing 
classroom instruction, would you say that methods of ball- 
room dancing would be one of the subjects you would intro- 
duce into the classroom? 

MR, BLAIR: And cake-baking, and so forth? 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: And cake-baking and so forth. 


not 
MR. BLAIR: No, that would be within my definition of 


what I would want to do for the classroom. I think of this, 
Mr, Collier, and members of the Committee: We have now 

in the Elementary school 19 sub-fields. The State Law 
requires us to teach, in addition to reading, writing and 
arithmetic, American History, American Zdeals, United Sttes 
Government, Geography, Language Communication, Skills, the 
Fine and Practical Arts. In addition to that you require 
us to teach thrift, conservation, fire prevention, safety, 
health, morals and manners, Susan B, Anthony -- I had to 


put that one in -- Susan B. Anthony, and now driver educa- 
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tion and driver instruction. And there are a number of 


others. I am talking now without notes, but I could add 


two or three more, 


I visualize in this medium, if we used it in a school -- 
I have & Committee now that I met with yesterday that wants 
to put a full hour a day, five days & week, 20 weeks in the 
semester, on Health Education. All these last named things 
thrift, safety, health conversation, can be woven into the 
thread of the curriculum. But where you want to put 
emphasis on safety, what you could do with this medium is 
just out of this world. You wouldn't have to take all those 
separate periods and allocate units of time; you would give 
Some time, but you could bring it through a master teacher 
or an authority in the field of safety, fire prevention, 
conservation, forestation, and so forth. You could bring 
that in groups, large groups, Instead of having 50 teachers 
in 50 different classes, there are certain things that we 
can get over, as we did in the Army, and as we now do in the 
Army, and as we now do in many of our Universities, and in 
other institutions, We could transmit a great deal of that 
and lighten the load of the teacher so she can give more 
time to those basic fundamental things that the State 
requires and that we believe all public schools should do: 
reading, writing, arithemetic, spelling, the language skills 
history, geography, and citizenship. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Well, I gather from your definition, 
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then, that as you see it, T-V education is a tool to 


supplement the curriculum? 


MR. BLAIR: Yes, sir. 7 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: That already exists in the classroom? 


MR. BLAIR: Yes. We would use this as we do the great 
books of literature. I would name number one in the teacher 
aids as books, texts and library. Those are basic. Those 
are not a course of study. Second, then, you have your 
audio and visual type which are films, film strips, illus- 
trations, radio and television. The baby of the outfit now 
comes into the fore, and like all of the extra dimension 
developments in the scientific field, what we could do with 
that in geometry, in trig, solid geometry and in arithmetic 
concepts, what we could do with it in the teaching of the 
grammer skills, if you wish, or communications skills, as 
we call it, we haven't even explored the possibilities there 
as we use this extra dimension to make it live, to increase 
the interest of the pupil and to aid that teacher to do the 
job properly. 

Remember this isn't going to be something that the 
teacher sits in the back of the room and that goes on. We 
have here material on our present standard broadcasting 
system, radio aids to learning. Every program we now put 
on on the regular broadcasting stations, study guides go 
with that. Someone made reference to some programs that 


are thrown on the air. But no educational program should be 
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put on without a preliminary introduction one way or another 
in the classroom and to the audience, if possible. 

We put on for adults @ conversational Spanish progran, 
and we had a study guide that preceded that, and we do have 
study guides for our study of music, our program in the 
field of science, and our program in fe story telling for 
the Elementary pupils. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Blair, are you fadliar with this 
"Is American Radio Democratic?" Have you read that, by S. 
E. Frost, Jr? 

MR. BLAIR: I haven't read it in detail, but I have had 
some reference to it. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: In 1936 there were 202 broadcast 
licenses issued to educational institutions, and in 1950 
only 22 non-commercial stations were still on the air. 

Was the same enthusiasm shown for radio education as is 
being shown today for T-V education? 

MR. BLAIR: There was a4 great deal of enthusiasm, but 
there were many complications involved at that time in 
radio, and there is a difficult problem on the part of 
educators to move rapidly into the picture. Recently the 
San Bernardino Junior College initiated and dedicated their 
radio FM on the very high frequency. The members of the 
Governor's Advisory Committee were there, but other 


districts have had probably a little more difficult time 


in getting their Boards to move, and the finance, and we 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


are faced with that same problem in educational television. 


But we are on the way, I think, in & much more crystalized 
manner than we ever were in the field of radio. on the FM, 
With that agah started with terrific enthusiasm, not as 
great as television, because I don't think anyone has been 
affected as much by television as we have, and when I say, 
"we" I speak of every one in this room, -- its effect as 

&@ means of communication, and we hope that it will be 
directed into good channels. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: In other words, you think you can 
profit on T-V education by the errors you made in radio? 

MR. BLAIR: We always profit by our mistakes. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Blair, you made a statement that 
we should begin in a limited and experimental way. What 
did you mean by @ limited and experimental way? 

MR, BLAIR: That no program should be started city-wide 
or in a system like my own or our own in a city here of 
500,000 pupils and in @ county with an equal number without 
first experimenting with a small pilot situation. That is 
the way we do. That's the way they did it in Baltimore 
and are now doing. And then as the program -- you correct 
the defects. Then you broaden the scope of the program 
and include more schools. But you have got to develop your 
materials. You must improve your techniques. You have got 
to get the bugs out of the problems which even the commercia 


broadcasters have to do, and any one of whom could tell you 
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of the problems they had when they first started. And they 
say that educators can't be as entertaining and dramatic 
and have the finess@in putting on a program. But we want 
you to look at some of them too. We have some very funny 
people, but we don't intend to be funny in culture and 
education. We intend to be constructively helpful to bring 
the best in literature and the fine arts, dramatic arts, 
and be helpful to people, to improve themselves and to make 
them better citizens. That's what we are after. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Do you feel this way about your 
pilot plans, that the Hancock Foundation and Channel 28 
and the Bay Area station, whatever the name is -- 

MR. BLAIR: Beta. 

' CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Well, whatever the name is -- 

MR. BLAIR: Well, they call it Beta. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Do you think that these two stations 
at the present time would be sufficient to give us time for 
pilot programming of our curriculum to see just how or what 
accomplishments can be made in T-V education? 


MR. BLAIR: They would be both very, very helpful, to 


get them going, and I think that is one of the things we 


need, But you must realize that other areas locally, 
such as in the Fresno area and the Sacramento area and 

San Diego, and as my report which I indicated I would hand 
to you, shows, they were to try this out too. And the 8 


channels are going almost simultaneously. It would be 
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possible that two local areas would develop the first 
experimental station, but even where they are in our own 
areas, when it comes into classroom practice we would only 
use a@ few schools at certain levels to get the thing sort 
of ready to go. We have got to try it out. We could do the 
other, but I don't think the local people -- remember now, 
this is @ local development and they want local controls -- 
personally, in the Commission or the Advisory Committee I 
have felt strongly that there are certain State controls 
within limits, but in policy to guide -- and that is what 
our Advisory Committee to the Governor is for -- to give 
general policy and procedures which will help local 
districts keep within certain limits, because if certah 
local groups go overboard in any direction there should be 
a check and a rein on them so that they do serve the people 
and not serve interests. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Blair, you brought up a very 
interesting point there about local control. I have the 


Governor's Conference Bulletin here on educational television 


On page 187 of this bulletin it states: 
"of course the FCC may later 


formulate more limiting rules for 

program content." 
Now, with the reservations of the FCC in limiting the 
program content or by expanding the program content do you 


* Isee any fear of the Federal government coming in and taking 
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over our educational system or directing us as to how we 
shall run our educational programs at the local level? 

MR. BLAIR: Personally I don't, but that has been 
attempted with the public schools of America, and as long 
as the public schools have general local control of the 
representative citizens within their communities, then we 
will continue to have the democratic processes work as 
they should be worked, 

There are certain guiding principles naturally that the 
Federal Communications Commission must set up and they do 
in the standard broadcasting so that the types of services 
for which they have been granted licenses will not be 
abused. And I imagine that is the only control that I 
could see that the Federal Communications Commission or 
Washington -- the party in power -- would impose, any more 
than they would impose upon what is now known as our form 
of public school education in the United States or in private 
or in parochial schools. I think that's the very essence 
of our democracy. Without the public schools of America 
there would be no other schools. There would be State 


schools, and of course, I don't think any of us would want 


that, because we would return to forms of government that 
we are not particularly interested in, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Of course there is quite a difference 
between a local school district and a district that could 


be reached by television or radio, and that is why the 
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Federal Government comes in on the picture to regulate the 


air lanes, because it not only controls inter-school 


districts but inter-county and inter-state. 

MR. BLAIR: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I was very much interested in that 
remark about the FCC, that it may later formulate more 
limiting rules for program content. 

MR. BLAIR: Well, probably it was puorly stated when 
they said “limiting”. It ought to be "conditioning," 
because there are certain policies that I am sure that good 
sensible representatives on the Communications Commission 
will make sure that this serves the purpose for which it 
was intended, for the people of the community and of America 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: . You mentioned a few minutes ago about 
&@ closed circuit. Do you mean in that statement that the 
T-V program would not be accessible to the parents in the 
home? 

MR. BLAIR: Not necessarily, although in certain 
instances I might mention, as in the case of the physician 
developing a delicate or modern or new technique .in operating, 
they might run a clesed circuit because the operating room 
wouldn't admit sufficient people to be there. And they do 
that in many great big institutions now, You could do that - 
I think they are doing something similar in Palm Springs, 
but as a general rule anyone that had his set converted for 


this small sum of $30 or $35 would tune in on any program 
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that the public, private, parochial or community broadcasting 


would cover. 


MR. CONRAD: A closed circuit means it is not broadcast, 
doesn't it? 

MR. BLAIR: Well, I mean there are certain instances 
in which you could do that, as I mentioned, with the surgeons. 
And it might be advisable to do it, but if the public 
school, I would say no, we want the public to know every 
minute what we are doing, and I think that's right, and I 
don't think it needs to be a closed circuit unless you were 


giving a particular lesson, say in arithmetic, and you were 


reaching a certain level and a certain class and a certain 


group that wouldn't be of particular interest. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Wouldn't it be enormously expensive 
to have telephonic communications to every school in the 
district? Isn't that why you don't broadcast with a closed 
circuit, because you have to do it through telephonic 
institutions? 

MR. BLAIR: Well, you do it in an institution or a group 
of institutions on the campus. I admit that there are 
high conte to a lot of things, but then 10 or 20 years from 
now this cost of a receiving set is going to be very simple, 
and a broadcasting station won't cost $1,000,000. We 
know that broadcasting stations can be developed today for 


$300,000 or less. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Blair, you have been very patient 
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in answering these questions, and I have one more question 
I would like to ask you: You made the statement that T-V 
education is more economical, that it effects a saving on 
teachers going to the homes of shut-ins and so forth. Do 
you think that T-V will ultimately resolve into lowering 
the teachers' standards in our schools? 

MR, BLAIR: No, I think it will increase the standards. 
I think we will have to measure up to better capacity in 
our techniques and in our ability to teach and transmit. 
I think it is a tremendous challenge for us and we cannot 
hide behind a desk, and I cannot teach a ¢lass any more 
with my feet on the desk if you are looking at me, and it 
might be @2 good example in the nominations for President 
of the United States to look at yourself when you are 


making a speech nominating a person, or your actions. 


We think there are 4 lot of things that this will improve 


on the part of the public, and certainly the teachers and 
the associate superintendents can learn something from 
this medium. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Just what steps do you recommend 
that the State should take in regulating educational T-V? 

What steps do you think we should take at the State 
level to make television available, and what regulations? 

MR, BLAIR: I think one of the first regulations you 
should set up is permissive legislation that would remove 


that Attorney General's question mark on whether you can 
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use funds to capitalize on the use of this great medium as 
a teaching tool. That's the first one. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You mean in purchasing television 
sets? 

MR. BLAIR: Yes. It will be sets, but programs or 
school funds within a limited degree, somewhat similar to 
Seattle, I belteve it is, that has the $1 ADA, some type 
of encouragement and some type of financial assistance, 
because it is a great arm and a great tool for our system 
in education, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: When you say the $1 ADA, you mean 
$1 coming from the State level or the school district? 

MR. BLAIR: Well, it could come from the State level 
in that instance, but I think both the school district and 
the State should share, It all comes out of our pockets 
anyway. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Well, that's number one. Number two, 
you said there should be permissive legislation. What 
other recommendations do you have? 


MR, BLAIR: The next recommendation that I could say 


personally is that you would give every encouragement, not 


only financially but through your Legislative action, to 
the State Superintendent on Public Education to cooperate 
and work closely with all other agencies in the State in 
the use of this medium, 


And third, that -- 
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CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Pardon me for interrupting, but 


will you expand that a little bit more? In what way should 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction work with you 
locally? 

MR. BLAIR: Well, I think you have got to give suffi- 
cient help to them, because they are going to be kind of 
your guiding right arm as they are now to enforce, to promote, 
to secure, and direct the educational programs within the | 
general policies and limits which you set up, and you cannot 
do that unless you spell that out in the State Code for the 
State Superintendent and his staff, and give them a little 
additional staff so they in turn can move about the State 
and give advice and suggestions and keep the total program 
of the State within the general policy which you as a 
Legislative body would develop as the general policy. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Then are you for programming at the 
State level? 

MR. BLAIR: No, not necessarily. I want to see the 
State give somewhat of a general overall view which they 
now do for the State, to the different localities, but the 
responsibility of the program is in the local Boards of 
Education in the communities in which they live, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You were going to number three. 

MR. BLAIR: Number three, I believe -- and I have said 
this before -- is that you must establish through 
Legislative action these broad general policies that will 
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give definite purpose, will give direction to this whole 
activity throughout the State. 

As you know, in New York everything stems out of the 
Board of Regents or the Central Office in the educational 
set-up. In California, as it is in the United States, we 
don't have that channeling so strict and severe and manda- 
tory, and I don't think -- that isn't what we want. But 
we want you, who are representatives of the People of the 
State of California to set the stage in documented form in 
general terms of what the station is for and give us general 
directions on limits, and then leave it up to the local 
groups so that through that policy they can function within 
their local communities. But we don't want the State to 
tell us every minute detail of what we do and what we say. 
I don't think that's necessary. Even from my office the 
principals of schools do not wish me to dictate -- or the 
Board <-- every move they make. They are intelligent, they 
are trained, they are authorities in their field. But my 


office is expected to give the framework of the course of 


study and the areas within which we teach, and then that 


establishes a general policy under which we can function 
without direct mandate except through my local Board which 
represents the people of this community. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: In writing legislation, as you know, 
without committing the State to a contract that would 


involve millions of dollars, in order that we may write a 
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specific definition of T-V education in just a few words -- 
MR. BLAIR: When you say a few words, that is the most 
difficult thing that you could assign me. I can spread 
&@ll over and tell you about it, but T-V education -- 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thinking in terms of the schools. 
MR. BLAIR: For the public schools in the communities of 
California it is an instructional aid, an educational tool 
to be used by the teacher in the classroom to develop more 
fully the instructional program and make it more meaningful 
to them and to bring to the pupils the great leaders, the 
great documents, the great events in science, industry, 


business and State; so that the pupils may serve their 


country as more worthy -- and I come right back to that 


again -- I will stick to that right along -- you don't need 
to put that down, Mr. Reporter -- more worthy, more 
intelligent and more loyal, patriotic citizens, That isn't 
very short but I could sit down and write it in about five 
minutes. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: We wish you would write one that 
would be applicable and perhaps meet with the thinking of 
Legislators, so that we may, if we write such a definition, 
put it into the Educational Code. 

MR. BLAIR: All right, sir. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: One more question, and again I 
apologize for taking all the time here. There was a 


question sent up to me here which says: Mr. Collier, ask 
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Mr. Blair to clarify what he said about the set-up at 
San Bernardino. Was he speaking of the work for which the 
Ford Foundation has contributed $120,000? That was just a 
question that was sent up to me. 

MR, BLAIR: I am not familiar with the Ford Foundation. 
I regret very much that at this hearing anything came up on 
the question of Foundations, I think we can do things on 
our own through the community. It is a wonderful thing 
to have men like Carnegie, Rockerfeller and some others 
who have turned their private business interests into the 
welfare of the people of this great nation through the 
great libraries, the great musuems and the great art 
galleries. _ And I know Dr. Lounsberry of San Bernardino 
College and Mayor Blair of the City of San Bernardino and 
the trustees, in accepting, if they did accept -- I dam't 
know the details -- but in my report here I have mentioned 
(which I am giving to you as Exhibit A or B) that they are 
a@ small college, a small community, and if money can be 
made available as has Allan Hancock's money been made 
available to this community, I don't know whether it is 
tainted or not. There are many great religious institutions 
that have accepted money from Ford and Mellon and Carnegie 
and Rockerfeller. Go back to Pittsburghand we see there 
the evidence, and it is a wonderful thing that the money 


ean come back to the people and serve them culturally and 


educationally. 
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Up there in Beta they are starting on a shoestring. 
They are getting private donations on television in San 
Francisco, and they are facing some of the same things as 
in our own local station, As we develop and the 
Foundation sets up the program and gets it going, they 
expect to charge @ nominal fee to certain groups interested 
and to institutions like $100 or $200 or even charge for 
certain times. But I don't know whether your question or 
Mr, Conrad's question had a veiled implication. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I just asked you the question as it 
was sent to me, and that is sufficient as far as I am 
concerned. 

MR. BLAIR: I would like to put them in as exhibits, 
and you may have some other questions, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I think Assemblyman Bradley has a 
question or two. 

MR. BRADLEY: I have a few questions, but possibly they 
might be answered before you get to me, and I would like to 
pass this over to Mr. Casey from Brawley. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: We have a new member of the Committee 
who just arrived, Assemblyman Carley V. Porter who is now 
to my extreme right. 


Proceed, Mr. Casey. 


MR. CASEY: Mr. Blair, the Chairman, Mr. Collier, asked 


the question I had in mind. As I understand it, your first 


suggestion would be that legislation be enacted which would 
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Clear up that point? 


MR. BLAIR: Yes, sir. 
MR. CASEY: And then each local school board could feel 


free, if they so desired, to enter into this program? 
MR. BLAIR: Yes, sir. And the County Superintendents 
and Districts as well. County and City. 

MR. CASEY: This cost would be borne entirely by the 
local district, is that right? 

MR. BLAIR: Yes, it could be both, a combination or 
Singly; a combination of the State and the District. But 
above all to give permissive legislation so that they may 
use it as they do now in radio. There is just a difference;- 
one is audio and the other is audio-visual. Soitisa 
technical term that crept into the Code because we didn't 
know about television when it wasput into the Act, as I 
understand it. I have talked to people who were there at 


the time, and if we had known about television they would 


have written “radio and television", but they didn't know. 


MR. CASEY: I see. 
MR. BLAIR: It is like the automobile. They. wrote the 


rules and laws for traffic of the horse and buggy, but we 
didn't think about the automobile when I was a boy in 


Detroit, Michigan. 
MR, CASEY: At the present time our source of informatio 


on the way to enter into it would be through this Hancock 


USC program, is that right? 
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MR. BLAIR: You mean here locally? 

MR. CASEY: Yes, sir. 

MR. BLAIR: The Hancock Foundation was granted the 
license with the complete and distinct understanding that 
this was a community station, and Hancock became interested 
in radio and FM stations and many of the universities have 
been developing techniques in radio and television and in 
training sereiinel which is in the greatest demand by the 
regular broadcasting stations, and Allen Hancock -- those 
of you who know anything about the University in Southern 
California, know that -he has’ donated many fine buildings 
as has Harvey Mudd, both of whom are interested in the 
welfare of our educational institutions in the community. 
And he expressed a willingness to make the first jump. 

When that happened the educators on my Board were not quite 
willing to go the limit. We had set up a tentative budget 
the Board and my associate staff, a budget of about 
$250,000. We were about ready to go. Then we hit that bad 
period which we all do on the rise and fall of the economic 


system, and we didn't do some of the things we had planned 


to do. But Allan Hancock came to the fore, and I think he 
was thinking of the community. I don't think there was 
any selfish or ulterior motive of propaganda or slanting 
the situation, because this program and the Committee that 
will direct the program are under the Chairmanship of Dr. 


Coons, and associated with Dr. Coons on the Central 
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Committee are representatives of the three great public 
school systems here in California: the private, the 
parochial and the public, And business is in there: 
Mr. Joyce, the great shoe manufacturer in Pasadena happens 
to be a co-chairman of the Education Committee, the 
Advisory Committee to the Governor, and there will be labor 
and management represented there and business and industrial 
and agriculture will be on that committee. And I am sure 
if you will read Allan Hancock's statement on Channel 28, 
which I have presented here as an exhibit, that it is his 
full intention one of these days, after the thing is going, 
to walk away from that after he has started it and it 
belongs entirely to the community. In fact, the license may 
be taken away if it doesn't belong to the community. 

MR. CASEY: Thank you very much, Do they have a program 
each day now? 


MR. BLAIR: They are running programs 7 days a week 


from 7 to 9 o'clock. I have here a copy which I presented 


or will present, in which from 7:00 to 7:30 the private, 
parochial, public county and city schools are putting on 
the first half hour. I mentioned those in my previous 
testimony. Following that some of the Universities -- and 
incidentally there are Universities at Houston giving 
credit for courses taken over educational television. Then 
there will be the fine arts program that will come from the 


Art Commission here, I imagine, and some contributions made 
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by Wallenstein and others as the season goes along. But 
they have got a schedule now through December in which 
Dr. Trellingham, Monseigneur Degnan and others and our 
office are participating to get the thing going and to try 
out and meet some of our problems and tohmrove our programs, 
MR, BRADLEY: Mr. Blair, I think unintentionally, 
possibly, that some of your remarks on the Hancock Foundatign 
might lead one who read the record to believe that we are 
opposed to it or don't. believe it is quite right. I don't 
want the record to stand that way as far as the Hancock 
Foundation is concerned. Personally I have nothing but the 
greatest respect for it. The people who mentioned it are 
some of our very leading citizens, many of whom I know, 
and are great men. But there are a few points I would 
like to ask: Who appoints the people to this Commission 
or this Foundation? 
MR. BLAIR: The Foundation or Channel 28 Executive 
Board, 
MR, BRADLEY: What is the Channel] 28 Executive Board? 
MR. BLAIR: Well, the Executive Board is set up by 
the Hancock Foundation, Dr. William Seiner, who is the 
director under Allan Hancock, had asked Dr. Trellingham 


and myself first to nominate or suggest representative 


groups or persons. We did not do that. But they brought 


a general tentative advisory committee together and in that 


Committee, under the direction of Dr. Coons and with 
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Cardinal McIntyre and Dr. Stoddard and one or two others -- 
about a dozen or so others -- they have established a 
policy which is now documented. Monseigneur Degnan told me 
the other day -- and I think I have the statement here -- 


in which the different organizations in the community -- 


the American Legion, Parent Teachers Association, the privat 


parochial and public schools, the Chamber of Commerce -- 
and I could name many others -- would be selected by their 
organization and nominated, would comprise the committee, 
They are short of a top council oe advisory committee for 
policy making, and then there is another group, and then 
there is & much wider spaced group -- and we had the names 
presented in the newspaper recently, and by and large they 
were truly representative of all levels of this community. 

MR. BRADLEY: Does the Board of Education assume any 
responsibility or have any responsibility for the kind of 
programs they are putting on? 

MR. BLAIR: The only responsibility our Board of Educa- 
tion would have is in what our representative on there feels 
should be proper, and his vote. Our Board of Education 
does and will have a responsibility for the types of 
program we ourself put on for our schools, and we would 
make the policy in the procedure of our Board and our staff 
the same as we would in the classroom in our schools. 

MR. BRADLEY: Are there any members of this Hancock 


Foundation or Board who are directly responsible to the 
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people, the voters? 

MR, BLAIR: They are not voted in by the people, but 
they do represent the leading organizations and institutions 
in the community. But they are not elected by vote of the 
people in that sense of the word. “nd I suppose you are 
implying that supposing now someone failed to serve properly| 
how they might be removed or -- 

MR. BRADLEY: No, I am thinking of the fact that while 
the Board may be @ very fine board now, as many Foundations, 
that that isn't any reason to think it may be just as good 
in 10 years from now or 20 years from now, and I am wonder- 
ing if it is advisable to turn over to such an organization 
the responsibility fora part of our educational system, to 
an organization which has no direct responsibility to the 
people and can't be removed by the people. Would you turn 
your responsibility over to @ group like that no mtter 
whose they are, at the present time? 

MR. BLAIR: Now you are touching on my point of view 
where I feel that certain guiding policies and principles 
must be set up by the State to assure that very thing that 


we might be fearful of. And by you and through your State 


Department of Education you can insure that or assure it 
to the people as you should assure education in the basic 
skills now, and if we don't do it you ought to make us do 


it and do it right. 
MR. BRADLEY: You spoke of showing @ film, the American 
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Government. Who prepares that film? Who makes it up? 

MR, BLAIR: I didn't refer to the showing of a film, 
This is going to be a live program, and my staff is present- 
ing this program before the Board in person on December 10th 
at 2:00 o'clock, at which many of the people in this audienc 
have been invited. We are lifting that program right out 
from there and we are going to take that program down in 
person to tell how we teach, what we teach, when we teach, 
and we teach American History, American Ideals, American 
Government and Geography of these United States. 

MR. BRADLEY: Then the Boards of Education will be 
responsible for what is in this film? 

MR. BLAIR: Well, if that ever became a film they would 
be, 

MR. BRADLEY: If it ever does it will be? 

MR. BLAIR: I wouldn't be surprised if some of these, 
if they are good enough when we polish them, they will make 
films so that it may be used in a manner to suggest to other 
school districts how in the Kindergarten we produce love of 
country, respect for the flag, and teach something about 
safety and the welfare of our people. And we do that even 
in the Junior College. We are going to tell you what is 
done in the Americanization program and that is very 


important. Now we do have a possibility of a film, and we 


do have parts of films on “why I love my Country,""Love of 


America," 
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MR. BRADLEY: You mentioned also that T-V would become 
& substitute to a certain extent for actual visits to certai 
sites. Do you believe it would be as effective as those 
visits? 

MR. BLAIR: Well, you have taken trips to Scandanivian 
countries, but I haven't had an opportunity to get up into 
that section. There are trips to the High Sierras, and 
there are many things in the zoos, the museums; many of 
our children never have been out of the city. When I was 
over on the other side of the river at Roosevelt High 
School many of our children had never been out of the city. 
Many of them had never crossed the river into the city. 

MR. BRADLEY: I wasn't thinking of travel so much, but 
just Legislative visits and such as that. 

MR. BLAIR: We teach about how you people function in 
the Legislature. Many people have never seen it, except in 
a book. They have never seen a picture of the State 
Capitol and the people who make our laws and consider our 
problems. We have talked with airplane companies that 
want to fly our pupils from the classroom to the State 
Legislature, and they want to drive them also in busses. 
That's very costly, and this new medium can give us a 
terrific first hand story of how you look. And we know 


you are human. We know you are understanding. ‘We know 


that you are concerned with the welfare of our people and 


with us as individuals, And at the same time, sir, they 
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know the fellow that is a@ false front, that is not real 
honest and true in what he says and what he does. It is 
just like & dog. A dog has a sense. They know their 
friends, they know people who are honest and sincere in 
their efforts to serve their fellowmen and to serve their 
country. 

MR. BRADLEY; Thank you very much, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: May I ask just one question along 
that line, Mr. Blair? You were speaking of field trips. 
Can't that same thing be done by audio-visual, by filming 
it and then it gives the opportunity of studying the film 
and it puts the teacher in a better position to do a better 
job in her classroom? 

MR. BLAIR: That's very fine, but as I indicated to 
one of the gentlemen here a little while ago, when you add 
up the cost -- now, we have approximately 500 schools with 
a half a million pupils in our City District alone, and we 
increase 30,000 pupils a year. One little film spread 
around doesn't go far. But if you buy 10 -- and this 
gentleman from the county bought 22 and it cost him $3000 -- 
and that was only a start, Then you have to buy projectors 
and that sort of thing. 

I am thinking of a kind of a one shot job, and once you 


get this you can throw it on again and use one and meet 


many. I see tremendous savings in the years to come once 


we get equipped with them, and also 1 see tremendous savings 
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in where we have our own teachers that go at -- I don't kno 


how many we have -- there may be members of my staff here 
who can tell you -- but there are hundreds of teachers that 
go out to the shut-ins, the spastic, the handicapped, the 
crippled who can't get. to the school, and they must. be 
educated for the welfare of the State. And many of them are 
only i111 for maybe 6 months or 2 weeks. But what you couls 
do with this in stimulating the interest in making the 
child feel that she is part of this program, that she is 
going along with her classmates! ‘she is at home in bed 

or with a communicable disease, and those are things that 

I think -- 

MR. CONRAD: That's one of the statements I have heard 
made so often by educators, but it just doesn't make sense 
to me. Let's not kid ourselves. You are going to have a 
group of children who are studying, and maybe it is 
temporary and maybe it is permanent. Now you can do one 
of two things for them, You can either send 4 teacher 
out there to them or you can leave them to their own 
devices. Now, you can't tell me that you are just going 
to have television programs beamed to these shut-ins and 
that they will turn it on to your program, when they can 
turn it on either Beanie or some other program, because 
they are not. The only way you are going to use television 
on your shut-ins is practically the same way you can use it 


on any other program, as a visual aid. You cannot eliminate 
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one teacher by it because the teacher is either going to 
make those captive audiences tune in on the program so many 
hours @ day, which means that you are going to have the 
same number of teachers that you ever had, or you are 
going to leave the child to his own devices. And if you 
leave the child to his own devices, then your educational 
program is going to have to compete with Captain Zero and 
Hopalong Cassidy, and it isn't going to work. So where is 
your saving? 

MR. BLAIR: I am glad you brought that up, because in 
Washington that same question came up and I told them the 
number of viewers on Beanie and Gene Autry and all these 
other programs, and wrestling, and I say this with very 
deep sincerety: Education isn't just the public schools 
responsibility and that of the teacher; it is Mamma and 
Papa and the Child and the Community and the Teacher in 


the schools, If we beam to a shut-in there would be a 


study guide that would be there and we would expect the 


full cooperation of Mamma and Papa. 

Now, I can't conceive of my own youngsters or my 
grandchildren, which I now have, spending all the time on 
Beany. I hope that I have trained my daughters so that 
when they raise their children they will spend some time 
in home study. And one of the problems we are faced with 
now is that the parents don't give us enough support in 


home study. Because in the 6 hours we have a@ child in 
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school we cannot do all his education. You have got 18 


other hours that belongs to whom? Beany, Gorgeous George 


and Gussie? I say that we would have study guides and we 


would keep @ correspondence up so that there is a check 
and there is a stimulus and if you don't know any shut-ins, 
I wish you would come with me some day and visit the bedside 
of a child that hasn't been to 2 school a day in three or 
four years, and @ home study teacher is taking her along 
with her. And what we could do! Say we did this at 
9:00 o'clock in the morning, 8:00 to 9:00 o'clock in the 
morning before the schools were in session; that we beam 
it out to little Mary who is ill with polio, and it will be 
years before she will get well, and we set 4 going program 
as we do now in our session programs for these four hour 
a@ week youngsters that drop out of school and go to work. 
We would be sure that we would give them help in the basic 
skills and the language arts. We would bring them some 
fine and practical arts. We would suggest to them some 
things in art that they could use as an avocation and also 
as a vocation. 

MR. CONRAD: Let me interrupt there. Just assume 
that the family has one television set which is down in 
the main room and that the wife listens to that, and here 
we have this shut-in child upstairs in the bedroom. Does 
the State have to supply a television set so that the 
child may be able to listen? In other words, I am not 
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going to argue the value. You haven't shown me where 
you are going to save one dollar. If you want to argue 
value, that's one thing. 

MR. BLAIR: I don't want to get into an argument with 
you either, because I think we are both thinking along the 
same lines, but I do want to call this to your attention, 
that Mamma and Papa have a lot to do with it, and too often 
Mamma and Papa are giving up to the youngsters, and I am 
not worrying about the youngsters getting the use of the 
television set, even if Dad has to move it upstairs himself 
with his bare hands, But if he is concerned with his 
child and her education and her welfare -- if you had 
handicapped youngsters -- and I have had one on my hands 
until he was 46 years of age -- you would find ways and» 
means to give a few of your pleasures up. 

MR. CONRAD: Mr. Blair, I dislike to belabor: this, but 
you are just beating around the bush. Point number one, 
the State doesn't allow it to be a privilege of the parent, 


and the State doesn't say, “If you want to be nice and send 


your child to school, that's fine. If you don't give a darn 


about the child's education, that's okay." 

The State says to the parent, "You are going to see 
that that child gets an education." That's a State law. 
What are you going to do, go into the house of every handi- 
capped child to make sure that that parent has seen to his 


responsibilities? If you do, you haven't saved any 
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personnel. 

MR. BLAIR: Absolutely not. 

MR. CONRAD: All right. Then where are you going to 
go unless you have exactly the same personnel as you had? 
Where are you going to save on personnel? 

MR. BLAIR: We would save the home teachers and many 
nurses too, 


MR. CONRAD: All right. You are going to save the home 


ant which means that the child is going to be on his own 


orf is going to be the responsibility of the parent to turn 
on that television set. 

MR. BLAIR: I don't think so, 

MR, CONRAD: Well, 811 right. Whose responsibility 
is it going to be? 

MR, BLAIR: Well, you must remember that you can drive 
a horse to water but you can't make him drink, and that is 
one of our big problems in education right in the classroom 
today; it is a problem of lack of interest and proper 
discipline on the part of the parents. I'm not worried 
about it at all. Through the medium of television that 
teacher comes right into that child's room, and if the 
mother will at least see that that television is turned on - 
and we won't tire the child in the hour, but we will bring 
her something of life and of education and culture that will 
make her grow and some day she will take her place and the 


State won't have to take care of her all her life. 
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CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I can see that if the T-V education 
is as potent as some think that it is and the place it will 
gain, that perhaps the entire educational Code will have 
to be re-written, and, in fact, that might take care of 
Some of the arguments that we might be confronted with today 
so far as the present education Code is concerned. However, 
I think we have had you on quite 4 while and you have been 
very interesting and very cooperative, and I will say a 
very informative witness, Mr. Blair. We appreciate your 
coming here, and we hope to see you again. 

Are there any more questions? 

MR. BLAIR: I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and 
indicate to you that you have two reports of mine of the 
Governor's Educational Television Advisory Committee. You 
also have my testimony in Washington, D.C., before the 
Federal Communications Commission, and I have just taken 
the liberty of handing you "Radio Ways to Learning." I 
am sorry I didn't have more. In that you will see the 


programs, and they have study guides on a few programs 


which are now broadcasting on radio and television through 
the commercial broadcasting. Here is a tentative program 
that I present to you also, @ lesson plan, and tentative 
procedures regarding classroom instruction for the 
Committee's use. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you, Mr. Blair. 
MR. CONRAD: Before Mr. Blair leaves I think we had 
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better correct one impression that exists in the record. 
You made some statement about the Channel in San Diego, and 
I just want to call your attention to the fact that the 
Federal Communications Commission did not take the channel 
away, did not take an educational channel away from this 
State to give to Tijuana, The channel which was given to 


Tijuana was the commercial channel. So the impression which 


apparently Mr. Blair may have left that the Federal 


Communications Commission was coming in and taking it away 
from educational use was erroneous, Apparently some 
application was made from Tijuana, and that was an inter- 
national problem. That was not an educational channel that 
was taken away from the State of California. 

MR. BLAIR: I am glad of that correction, because I did 
not intend to leave that impression that it was an educa- 
tional channel, because no educational channel of the 242 
by the Federal Communications Commission would be given to 
any other except the Territory and the States of the United 
States of America. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I have a statement here from Mary E. 
Jenks. She couldn't be present, but she asked me if I would 
insert her statement into the record, and that we will do. 

We have been sitting here for quite a while, and we 
will take a five minute break and we will resume our testi- 
mony from the witnesses at that time. 


(Short recess) 
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CHAIRMAN COLLIER: The Committee will come to order. 

I have a request that Mr. Eugene L. Burge, member of 
the American Legion 17th District be permitted to submit 
his statement and his views to this committee. Is Mr. 
Burge in the audience? 

MR. BRUGE: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you come forward, Mr. Burge. 


EUGENE BURGE 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Burge, the purpose of this 
Committee as we know is to find out what is the definition 
of T-V education, and the objectives of T-V education. 
Two, what steps should the State take in regulating, if 
any, T-V education. 

We would like for you to limit your remarks, as long 
as you don't have a written statement prepared to give us, 


to that phase of this hearing. If you want to ask yourself 


questions and answer them, that is perfectly okay with us. 


You may proceed, 

MR. BURGE: Mr. Chairman and members of this very 
august body, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

To identify myself in this hearing, my official position 
in the American Legion, I am the Past Chairman of the 


Un-American Activities Committee of the American Legion of 
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this area. I am a member of the Un-American Activities 


Committee this year, There are some things extemporaneousl) 


that I would like to bring forth, and they are these, Mr. 


Chairman: 
Three years ago I came back from China. I am a Navy 


flier. I stood in China and saw the American Flag hauled 
down for the last time, perhaps. I saw China go into the 
hands of the Communists largely as a result of radio 
propaganda -- not with bullets. 

One of the gentlemen that was on this stand testifying 
or making comments stated that he did not believe that any 
restrictions in detail should be placed on the people who 
are going to do this educating. Now, there has been brought 
forth in this hearing some remarks about the Ford Foundation, 
If the Ford Foundation is so interested and trying so hard 
to make America a second Utopia, why don't they grant 4 sum 
of money to some patriotic organizations, specifically, you 
might ask -- or I will ask myself -- specifically to the 
National Un-American Activities Commission of the American 
Legion. 

Now, there are a lot of bleeding hearts -- and I use 
the term loosely -- who contribute large sums of money to 
the defense of people like Alger Hiss, but they don't spend 
one dime for any needy veterans or for the defense of any 
veteran or any good American; nor do they ever spend one 


dime for the welfare of the Republic of the United States of 
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America, 
The American Legion at the last State Convention in Long 


Beach passed a resolution condeming sixth column propaganda 
on radio and T-V, and this Resolution called for an 
investigation by the State Senate Fact-Finding Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 

Who puts out such propaganda and why? I was one of the 
authors of this Resolution, This was not a general attack 
on the industry by any stretch of the imagination, but what 
has happened to this Resolution? No investigation has been 
scheduled, Has the State Commander of the American Legion 
received any answer to this Resolutions 

My interest in appearing -- 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Pardon me for interrupting, Mr. 
Burge, but I made a brief statement that this wasn't an 
Un-American Activities Committee. 


MR. BURGE: I beg your pardon, sir. 
GHAIRMAN COLLIER: We are interested in the educational 


aspect, and it is all right to give a wide latitude in your 


discussion, but I wish you would confine it 4s much as you 
can to the objective which I read to you. 
MR. BURGE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, sir. 
My interest in appearing here is to protect the 
American school children from subversive propaganda, If 
your committee should decide that education via T-V should 


be beamed to the classrooms at the taxpayers expense, what 
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safeguards will be set up? Will the T-V programs be 
controlled by educators who opposed the loyalty oath at 
the University of California? 

As an example, working under the guise of academic 
freedom, Communists have attempted to sell Communism to our 
youth, which is diametrically opposed to freedom, particulanly 
academic freedom, Hundreds of professors and teachers who 
have long records in Communist front organizations are 
employed in the teaching systems of this country. They are 
being weeded out, that's true, but thy still wield 
tremendous authority; witness some of the strange Sixth 
Column statements of leading educational organizations. 

Now, you might ask this: What is the Sixth Column? 

It is those who support the Communists and attack those 

who fight Communism. In addition, every day the United 
States Senate and the House Committee are revealing names 

of educators who are actually members of the Communist Party. 
Many have hidden behind the fifth amendment and say they 
refuse to answer on the grounds of self incrimination. 

What will the educators say about UNESCO, dear to the 


hearts of the PTA, some sections of the PTA -- correction - 


and such organizations as the Women for Legislative Acts. 


What does it stand for? Will the Legislature be able 
to say specifically by law what shall be said on such 
questions? Will the truth be told on educational T-V or 


something which would influence, perhaps beyond repair, the 
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future leaders of our great country? 

Another question now comes to my mind: Will 
commentators' comments be beamed into the classroom? Which 
commentators, and who will select them? I, as an individual 
Single voting, blue hat Legionnaire do not propose to let 
some of these commentators beam their prgrams into class- 
rooms or into a sick child's bedroom. I will be glad to 
furnish this Committee a written statement of the names of 
these left-wing Communist sympathizing commentators, and 
this Committee, if it wishes, can subpoena the broadcasts, 
@ record of the broadcasts of these people, and then this 


august body can decide for themselves. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Burge, may I state again you 


may submit those names to the Senate Un-American Activities 
Committee, but this is not an Un-American Activities Committee 
this is a sub-committee of the Educational Committee, the 
Assembly Educational Committee, and we are interested only 
in the educational aspects. 

MR. BURGE: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I thought that you 
instructed me or requested that I could ask myself some 
questions, or the Committee questions. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You may, Mr. Burge. 

MR. BURGE: And I have tried to do this in the form 
of questions. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You may proceed. 

MR. BURGE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

In the interest of freedom of speech, do you, Mr, 
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Chairman, not think we should grant licenses to destroy 
freedom of speech? Freedom of speech to the Communists 
and those who support them is freedom of speech for them 
alone. The commentators and educators who are warped on 
the subject of loyalty to our free institutions are loud 
on the air, Will their false words, deeds and half-truths 
be discernible to children in grade schools? Will the 


Legislature require that any false statement be answered 


and retracted? 

Likewise, will anyone who appears before the children 
(children of parents who represet my point of view) be 
required to tell the truth and be answered? 

This in my belief is more than a question of libel. 
Libel is personal and you can lie about an event or a fact 
about America without being accused of either civil or 
criminal libel. Educational T-V has already been brought 
to California over Channel 28 in Los Angeles sponsored by 
the Hancock Foundation, I do not have high frequency T-V 
so I have not yet heard this station. But can we be sure 
that this station will bring us the truth and that it will 
bring out the truth to our children? 

A National Citizens Committee for Educational Television 
has been formed, It contains the names of many respected 
citizens. However, @ section of this group has been 
formed in Los Angeles. It has an Advisory Committee made 


up of a purported cross section of this community. Many on 
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the lists are, in my own personal opinion, left-wing 


sympathizers. Many of them are against Communism, the 


Soviet variety, but many embrace the principles of 
Socialism, 

A good question to ask is, what part are they going to 
play in the lessons over T-V? 

Mr, Chairman, with your indulgence may I propose some 
things? 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You may as long as it is relative to 
education, Mr. Burge. 

MR. BURGE: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, 

I propose that the whole question of what shall be 
taught on educational T-V be thoroughly investigated. 

Number two: Who shall do the teaching? And that 
they be thoroughly investigated. 

Three: Who will run the programs? That they be 
thoroughly checked. 

Four: That no Communist, Communist fronter or bleeding 
heart or Fascist be allowed to instruct our children. 

Five: That no Communist fellow traveler be allowed 
to influence the minds of our children. 

Six: That the proper safeguards be established over 
what is to be said on Educational T-V so that we need not 
fear for the safety of the Republic of the United States 


of America. 
Seven: That should educational T-V come to the class- 
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rooms that clear cut information on Communism and Fascism 
be given by properly screened personnel so that the 
diabolic truth shall be known to our children. 

You have been very patient and very kind, Mr. 
Chairman and Members of this Committee, and it is 4 very 
great honor to have appeared before you. Remember this, 
‘gentlemen, educational T-V, properly administered, can be 
a great boon to this country. A great majority of our 
educators and our T-V @nd T-V personnel are loyal 
Americans, The truth about them and about the conspiracy 
called Communism and about our country can help us win a 
great victory for freedom and for mankind and for the 
Republic. 

Thank you very, very much, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Any questions from any members of the 


Committee? 
MR. BRADLEY: I would like to ask him a couple. 


Just what do you advocate in regard to limitations on 


T-V? 

MR. BURGE: I advocate that the Communists, the left- 
winger and the bleeding heart and the fellow traveler be 
kept off of our radio waves, 

MR. BRADLEY: That's very fine. I agree with you on 
that, but I don't quite see how we can do that with 
certainty. I am speaking of laws, anything we can do, 


and whether the State. should take control or have any 
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control of T-V education or whether there should be any 
such thing. What is your idea on that question? Now, I 
am &@ Legion man and I have belonged longer than you have. 
I belong to every Veterans organization there is, but I 
would just like to find out exactly what you are advocating. 
MR. BURGE: Well, I will tell you: If the Republic 
of the United States of America doesn't survive you will 
have Communism controlling the world. I am going to answer 
your question, Mr. Committee Member, very specifically. 
Wheat do I advocate? 

I advocate getting back to the fundamental principles 
that made this great Republic great. I advocate getting 
back to some of the principles of Abraham Lincoln. You 


have got thousands of liberals in this country, pseudo 


liberals -- they call themselves liberals -- they are pseudo 
liberals -- 

MR, BRADLEY: No, we don't want any speech like this, 
We are talking about television education, 

MR. BURGE: I say, keep them off television. 

MR, BRADLEY: You advocate the use of it or the pro- 
hibiting of it, or do you advocate having it at a state 
level? 

MR. BURGE: The State Legislature will appropriate the 
funds or participation in the funds if this educational 
T-V and radio is put in the class-rooms, So then I think 


it is the duty of the taxpayers and voters and the Veterans 
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of this State to advocate a clear cut program definitely 
pres¢ribed by law so that these people and these bleeding 
hearts can't circumvent the law. 

MR. BRADLEY: You do not advocate prohibiting television 
in education then? 

MR. BURGE: Not if it is controlled for the principles 
of the United States of America. 

MR. BRADLEY: You advocate State regulation? 

MR. BURGE: I certainly do, yes, sir. 

MR. BRADLEY: Do you think it would be a benefit to 
education to have television or not? 

MR. BURGE: I believe it would, definitely. I so stated 
in my statement, sir. 

MR. BRADLEY: Is this opinion you are giving -- I am. 
merely trying to clarify it -- just your own opinion or do 


you consider it represents the 17th District of the American 


Legion? 
MR. BURGE: Yes, Mr. Chairman. My views represent the 


Committee's viewpoints. The National Americanization 
Commission, the Un-American Activities Committee of the 
American Legion is constantly, through its official 
publications, The Firing Line -- 

MR. BRADLEY: You believe your views which you are 
expressing represent -- 

MR. BURGE: They represent the views of the National 


Americanism Commission of the American Legion, sir, because 
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the Firing Line is constantly urging that Legionnaires 

and that State Legislatures and everybody else, and Judges, 
take steps definitely to get these left-wingers and bleeding 
hearts off the airways. 

MR. BRADLEY: You constantly use the term “left-winger" 
or “left-wing sympathizer." As a Solid Republican all I 
can think of by a left-winger is somebody who is over 
toward the socialistic side. I know nothing particularly 
Subversive of &@ left-winger. How do you use it? You must 
have a different conception of it than I do. 

MR, BURGE: Well, I prefer to use the term "bleeding 
heart", the man who will contribute untold sums of money 
to the defense of Alger Hiss -- excuse my language -- 
but not a damn dime for the Rpublic. 

‘CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I think we are getting far afield 
with our answers here. Assemblyman's Bradley's questions 
are minntcniel: and I think your answers should be a little 
shorter and to the point. 

You are interested in the educational. point of view, 


aren't you, Assemblyman Bradley? 


MR. BRADLEY: I think we are entitled to have the ideas 


of the witnesses. I don't think we can properly judge it 
unless we do, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: May I state this; that I don't want 
to cut you short, but at the same time we want to try to 


keep this within the field of education and not the 
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Un-American Activities Committee. That's the objective 
of this Committee. 

MR. BRADLEY: That's right, but these words have been 
used, and we should know what they mean. We shouldn't 
have them meaning two things. We ought to know what the 
witness is talking about, and that is what I am trying to 
bring out. 


MR. BURGE: Yes. 
MR, BRADLEY: I understand that the term “Left-winger" 


as you have used it to mean subversive sympathizers or 
something like that. 

MR. BURGE: I will definitely describe my views on a 
Lefteinger.. A left-winger is one who is using his power, 
his influence, his finances to destroy the Republic of the 
United States of America. 

MR. BRADLEY: That's all right. 

MR. BURGE: Either directly or indirectly. 

MR. BRADLEY: That gives us your idea of what a left- 
winger is. 

Now, you also used the term"Fascist." Tell us what 


that is, and then I will stop. 


MR. BURGE: I would have to consult a dictionary because 


the word Fascist as it is popularly known is what Mussolini 


represented, government by force and not by the will of the 


people, sir. 
MR. BRADLEY: Those are the things I wanted to bring 
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out in the record to show what you meant exactly. Thank 
you. 

MR. BURGE: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Any further questions? 


(No response) 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Okay. We have Mr. Calvin Smith. 


CALVIN SMITH 


a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you state your name and whom 
you represent? 

MR. SMITH: My name is Calvin Smith, and I am Manager 
of KFAC, and a Board Member of the Southern California 
Broadcasters Association, 

I really didn't come here to testify. I have no prepared 
testimony. But I have 25 years experience in the radio and 
television business, mainly radio, and I would say for the 
benefit of the Committee that I can state the attitude of 
the California State Broadcasters, of whom I am & member, 
that we adopted a resolution at our meeting at the Hollywood 
Roosevelt Hotel two weeks ago that we would like to give 


every bit of advice and assistance to State Educational 


Television that we can give. I can say also that as a 
broadcaster and radio man for 25 years here I have worked 


with the Board of Education. We have developed several 
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fine educational programs on KFAC and I think there is 
probably @ good field for educational television. I think 
it can be developed. 

There are a number of things on both sides. If I can 
testify or state, rather, informally, some of the things I 
have in mind I will do it as an individual broadcaster and 
not as a member of any association or representing any othe 
Stations. I would say that in the past 25 years the 
broadcasters in southern California have offered the 
educational institutions an untold amount of time. They 
have not used this time because apparently -- I should say 


they have used very little of the time because apparently 


they have had no budgets. The State audio-visual system 


-has budgeted very little funds for the use of commercial 
radio stations. In television I presume this would be the 
same, 

I had the privilege of attending the Governor's 
Conference in Sacramento a year ago and I think it was 
December 16th, as I recall it. I was frankly astounded 
as a commercial broadcaster at the belligerent attitude 
of the educational people there toward the commer@ial 
broadcasters, We went there only with the feeling that 
we would like to help and develp this thing properly. 

We would hate to see our State get into a vast expenditure 
foolishly. We think educational television is a thing 
that is here to stay and it will be with us through our 
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lifetime. We would like to help dithelon it on a proper 
scale, 

Of course, through the broadcasting industry there are 
varying schools of thought. They are not all the same. 

We have Channel 28 here. We are watching its development 
with great interest. We know about the situation in San 
Francisco where one of the UHF stations is allotted for 
educational purposes. In my opinion the San Francisco 
station will grow much faster. It could do a very good 
job with proper help. 

The UHF station here, in my opinion, is going to have 
if I can say it before this Committee, rough sledding, 
because very few receivers are equipped to receive Channel 
28. That probably will right itself in time, but it is 
certainly a hurdle for them to jump over to begin with. 

Thencomes your problem which was brought up by the 
preceding witness, I suppose, who shall determine what is 
educational broadcasting, and shall it be for classroom 
use only? We think, we broadcasters, if it is for classroo 


use only it is a waste of public facilities. Educational 


broadcasting should be for the benefit of the general 


public and not just for classroom consumption, because if 
it is only for classroom consumption it can be done by 
other means. It can be done by coaxial cable and it can be 
done by film and it can be done in many ways. 


I have given this quite a bit of thought, and I am not 
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an educator. I am a graduate of Los Angeles High School 
and Stanford, but I am still not sure how educational 
television is going to function from the public point of 
view. I think that vast numbers of our people should be 
involved in it or the facilities should not be tied up. 

And I think until the educators and the broadcasters 
commercially are willing to help them at great expense and 
great trouble -- until the educators come up with a formula 
which will involve a high percentage of our population, 

the State should withhold strong expenditures in television 
for education. 

I believe that is all, unless there are some questions, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Any questions by members of the 
Committee? 

.(No response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: There is just one statement you made 
there, Mr. Smith, in which I am interested. You said that 
the commercial stations were offering time to local 
educators, and they haven't taken advantage of it, perhaps 


due to the lack of funds. You also stated that at the 


Governor's Conference that education took 4 belligerent 


attitude toward the broadcasters. Will you amplify your 
statement there about the belligerent attitude? 

MR. SMITH: I will be very glad to. As we went up 
there we entered an auditorium where Governor Warren spoke. 


I believe there were some 2500 people present. Then we 
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were advised that we would be divided into sections, 

28 sectims I believe it was. I was allotted to a section, 
yu could choose your section according to the subject 

in which you were the most interested. 

Well, of course, the subject & commercial broadcaster 
was interested in was educational television and how was 
it going to work. The section I was in, I entered a few 
minutes late and Iwis asked to identify myself. There was 
a hearty discussion going on when I entered, and as soon 
as I identified myself as a commercial broadcaster, 
virtually all discussion stopped. The discussion then 
began again, I remained quiet. “fter 30 minutes in the 
room I asked a@ question. All diseussion stopped. After 
a few minutes the discussion started again and I asked 
another question as a commercial broadcaster which I 
thought entirely practical and proper, and all discussion 
stopped. I could only assume that to mean a certain 


belligerent attitude toward a commercial broadcaster, 


I could be wrong. 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Well, I can think of a situation 


Were a group of us might be discussing medical procedures 
and have a doctor walk in, and I should imagine a lot of 

us would close our mouths for fear we might be wrong. And 
maybe many of the members felt that you were informed more 


than they were. 
MR. SMITH: That could be so, Mr. Chairman. There were 
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about 10 commercial broadcasters up there and we got 


together for dinner after the meeting, after the second 


/ 
days meeting, and all of them had the same experience, 


Isn't that odd? 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Are there ap further questions? 

MR, BRADLEY: I wonder if I might ask @ question. You 
stressed continually the vast expense to the State. Your 
thought is that the expense of this would be borne by the 
State rather than by the localities concerned? 

MR, SMITH: Well, I don't think the localities will put 
up the money indefinitely. 

MR. BRADLEY: Do you advocate any State laws or any 
State control or any State development of this T-V? 

MR. SMITH: Well, in commercial operation we go by 
surveys, the number of people we serve. I think the State 
should develop some such formula, 

MR. BRADLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Smith, if this was the Finance 
Committee I would have other questions to ask you, but 
I will ask them when you appear before Assemblyman Conrad 
and his Committee on Ways and Means, 


Mr. R. E. Hankinson. 


R, E. HANKINSON 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 
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CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you state your name in full 
and whom you represent? 

MR. HANKINSON: RR. E, Hankinson, 8117 Elizabeth 
Avenue, South Gate, California, I am the Co-Chairman of 
the American Flag Committee for the State of California. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: May I ask you a question? What 
is the American Flag Committee? 

MR, HANKINSON: The American Flag Committee's head- 
quarters are in Philadelphia. Henry McFarland is the 
National Chairman. And we stand for the American Flag and 
all its principles, 

First, I want to say that I am not too concerned about 
television in the schools in itself; I am more concerned 
with what would be put over those waves. I want to say 
that in the capacity in which I have served as President 
or two or three organizations, the Lions Club, the Native 


Sons of the Golden West, and also our South Gate 


Coordinating Council, which places me in a position to be 


active in youth, I have been on many youth committees. 

At the present time I am on the Junior Athletic Commission 
in South Gate, and also the Teenage Dance Committee out 
there, which I help co-sponsor, and I am pretty well familia 
with our youth. Many of us adults sort of forget some of 
the thingr when we don't get around youth, and often times 


those things arebrought back to us. 
I want to say that in my activity I have investigated 
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many times the pictures shown in our schools because we 
were holding our meetings in the schools, our coordinating 
council, and naturally became perhaps a little closer and 
a little more familiar with what went on. 

Many people do not know they can go in and sit ina 
school room, perhaps even if you had television, and watch 
what is going on. They can do that any time, and in doing 
so you naturally learn things that many people do not know 
anything about. 

I want to say that I have viewed pictures, and I might 
say that in comparison with television here they can also 
put pictures in there that will do the same thing as 
television. So naturally I am concerned with the type of 


pictures that might be shown on television. 


Some of the pictures shown in our schools that might be 


shown on television, for example, because it is such a 
potent opportunity for presenting any type of propaganda, 
good or bad -- I was naturally concerned with the pictures 
I didn't feel were right for our children or, in fact, 
anyone particularly, to see. The pictures that I would like 
to refer to, for example, were pictures showing and 
stressing racial and religious prejudices. The pictures 
that I viewed, for example, stressed the cringing negro 
being attacked by the white, or the cringing Jew being 
attacked by the Gentile or the Catholic versus Protestant, 


or any religion; the picture depicting, for example, 
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elevating Frank Sinatra as the criterion for our youth. 
The fact is, some of these people -- and I mention Frank 
Sinatra because that was one of the pictures used -- and, 
of course, I think many of us know that he became quite a 
controversial figure because of his specific position in 
connection with the gangster element and so forth, There- 
fore, I feel that those pictures are not the criterion for 
our youth to be viewing. Those pictures were put on hy the 
A.D.A, which is the Anti-defamation League. I naturally 
want it understood here that anything I am saying doesn't 
mean that I have any animosity towards any person in this 
room or anywhere, because I have not. I say this for 
factual purposes only and I am only interested in the truth 
and the facts. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: May I state here that you are 
appearing here of your own free will? 

MR. HANKINSON: I am appearing of my own free will, and 
also I do express the views of our American Flag Committee 


in general. } 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I see. And any statements that you 


may make, certainly you are not immune to any suit, if 


you libel anyone. 

MR. HANKINSON: No. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You may proceed. 

MR. HANKINSON: I don't intend to try to libel anybody. 
I'm only trying to bring out the features that I happen to 
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know about, 


Now, I want to draw attention to the fact that we are 
&@ public school system and as such we should stay in the 
realms of what that covers, If we should accept funds 
from any philanthropic organization such as the Ford 
Foundation or any other Foundation, thenwe are laying our- 
selves liable to have to abide by some of their desires 
that they would like to promote. 

Many of us are very, very concerned about some of the 
principals of the various Foundations. Some of the 
Foundations may be good, so we must not jeopardize our 
schools by accepting private funds. 

I took an active part in that campaign against the Ford 
Foundation in our schools. Naturally some people don't like: 
me for that, and when you do the things that I have to do 
sometimes, that I feel are necessary, naturally we probably 
won't be liked, 

Now, I think that there was something brought up about 


a master teacher, and I am not alluding to. this by any 


aspersions or anything, but we would ask, “who is this 


master teacher going to be, and what is he going to teach 
or show?" 

And the man from the Legion referred to the commentators 
I do know and I have heard commentators and it is my 
personal opinion, and I am also joined in that by many 


others, and we are justified in thinking it, that they are 
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not the type of commentators who would be satisfactory, 
whatsoever, to be used in our schools in any manner. 

I also would like to make mention of the fact that in 
teaching in our schools or in television, if it comes to 
that, that we should stress the point that this is not a 
Democracy; it is a Republic; and we should bear in mind 
and quit using the word Democracy, and those are the things 


that propagandize, and it has been propagandized to the 


point that if it is put into our visual radio or what have 


you it does lead our children off on the wrong path. And 
it stays with them. 

I believe that is all I have to say. I did not know I 
was going to be able to talk today and I did not know that 
I was going to be here, but I am glad of the opprtunity, - 
and I want to thank this Committee. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. Hankinson, you stated about these 
Pictures being used now. If they are being used now, they 
are already doing damage if you say they are influencing 
or slanting their views. 

MR, HANKINSON: Right. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Since the damage is done, what can - 

MR. HANKINSON: That damage has been done to those who 
saw it, and we don't want it continued, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: In other words, you don't want such 


pictures as you have described to come out on T-V for 


television educational purposes? 
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MR, HANKINSON: That's right. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You made the statement that you 
didn't want contributions from Foundations to jeopardize 
our schools by accepting funds. Now, in what ways can 
they jeopardize our schools? 

MR. HANKINSON: The bave hua this is a public school 
system supported: by: taxpayers, and in that manner we have 
the say or some word in what should be said, whereas if it 
is accepted from private funds, then naturally we can only 
suppose -- whether they do or whether they don't -- that 
they may try to tell us what we shall have to teach the 
children, or at least influence them to that extent. And 
we do feel -- and I will specify the Ford egiedatl on. 
because they were the ones who offered the money to our 
school board -- that they are for a one-world government 
and are fostering that sort of thinking, to which I am 
opposed, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: In other words, you feel that there 
are strings attached to any contribution? . 


MR. HANKINSON: That is right. 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Are there any other questions? 


MR. BRADLEY: I don't think I got exactly what you 
meant by those pictures. What kind of pictures are they, 


text books on the wall? 


MR. HANKINSON: No, they are moving pictures. Those 


were moving pictures. 
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MR. BRADLEY: Moving pictures? 

MR. HANKINSON: Yes, 

MR. BRADLEY: I don't think I gathered from your talk 
what your recommendations would be. 

Are you in favor of television education or not? 

MR, HANKINSON: Well, as I said, I wasn't so much 
concerned whether television was in the schools, but I feel 
it is such & new subject that I would like to reserve my 
opinion, because I wish and hope and try to keep my mind 
open for anything that is good. I don't want to stop any 
progress, if it is good. 

MR. BRADLEY: Thank you. I just wasn't clear. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you, Mr. Hankinson. 


Mrs. Kircher. 


MRS. CHARLANNE KIRCHER 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you state your name and whom 


you represent, Mrs. Kircher? 


MRS, KIRCHER: My name is Charlanne Kircher and I 


represent myself as an individual because I believe in the 
individual freedom that is offered us by our constitutional 
Republic. I ama member of several organizations but I do 


not endeavor to represent them. 


Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, may I bring 
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to your attention an article that appeared in the Los 
Angeles Examiner written by Kent Hunter on April 23, 1953. 
It says: 

“Washington, April 22. Senator Charles E. 

Potter (Republican), Michigan, told a Senate 

committee today that permanent allocation of 

242 television channels for educational purposes 
"opens the way to thought control." 

"Senator Potter sought to have the Senate 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee move 
against extension of the freeze on TV channels 
for educational use beyond next June 2, on the 
ground that only 25 of the 242 channels had been 
applied for. 

"He contended that commercial TV operators should be 
allowed to apply for any of the channels allocated 
to the educational field for which no applications 
had been made within the original year "freeze 
limit", set by the Federal Communications Commission. 

"Totalitarian" Potter said. "To arbitrarily 
earmark 242 stations for educational purposes in 
perpetuity could lead to a network beamed to our 


young people, and affect their thinking in later 


years to a large degree. From such beginnings could 


come thought control, or even totalitarianism." 


"Senator Edwin C. Johnson, Democrat, of 
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Colorado, added: 

‘Sometimes tyranny may evolve from the 
most innocent and worthy beginnings. We, in 
America, must always be on guard against such 
things. ' 

"The hearings today centered around the 
position taken by the FCC that extension of the 
educational freeze on the 242 channels can be 
made without time limit. 

"Commissioner Frieda B. Hennock insisted 
that financing TV stations by educational institu- 
tions -- at an average cost of $200,000 per station 
outside of land and buildings -- forced the slowness 
of educational organizations in snapping up the 


channels. She said: 


‘The matter of financing should not close 


the right of the schools and colleges to maintain 
their channel rights. They should be granted 
construction permits so they can go to their 
legislatures and ask funds to implement the 
construction, ' : 

"Potter asked: 

‘wouldn't that mean state controlled televi- 
sion and a step toward state controlled indoctrin- 
ation?! 


"Commissioner Hennock retorted that in 
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‘some states' television stations are maintained 

by state universities and as such are ‘state 

controlled.' 

"Senator Charles W. Tobey (Republican) 

New Hampshire committee chairman, recessed the 

hearing without action, with no future date being 

set." 

From personal experience I would like to say that 
Senator Potter and Senator Johnson have much reason for 
their expressed concern, 

I was educated in theCalifornia schools. Contrary to 
Mr. Blair's statement, I have been in the classrooms -- 
as a student. 

Slanted reading material was passed to our classes and. 
picked up at their close. My parents never saw this 
material, yet it was important in forming my ideas on 
government. At that time, these views were the antithesis 
of those held by my parents. 

As @ citizen and a taxpayer, I have been opposing some 
material that is presently being used in the schools, Care- 
ful study of this materil shows that its authors have been 
Congressionally cited for Un-Americanism, The day I 
pointed out material to the Board of Education in Los 


Angeles that was being used by them, WRITTEN BY HOWARD FAST, 


he was marching in the rain in behalf of the Rosenbergs. 
What more could a Marxist ask than to have young minds 
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throughout the State tuned in on this evil collectivist 
advice? As was done at the time of my education -- it 
could now be done without the knowledge of their parents. 

Personal experience leads me to say that I do not want 
my taxes spent for collective, impersonal mass education. 

Educational T-V is in complete harmony with Marxian 
theories. This would in itself be a poor example to young 
students of “Free Enterprise". 

That's all I have to say. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Miss Kercher, you made a statement 
there -- well, first, you are against T-V education? 

MRS. KIRCHER: I am. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You made &@ statement about when you 
were in school, there was slanted material passed out and 
it was picked up. 

MRS. KERCHER: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: When and at what school? 

MRS. KERCHER: I was in the 6th Grade, and it was the 


Longfellow Grammar Grade, and it was in Pasadena. It was 


material of a political nature. It was discussion on 
Unions. And until three years ago I was led to believe 
that John L. Lewis and William Green were two of the finest 
men we have in this country. Today I do not believe so. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: And what teacher was it that passed 
that literature out to you and then picked it up? 
MRS. KIRCHER: As I recall her name was Miss Shirley. 
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CHAIRMAN COLLIER: And that is spelled S-h-i-r-l-e-y? 

MRS. KIRCHER: S-h-i-r-l-e-y, yes. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Do you know her given name? 

MRS. KIRCHER: No, I don't. It has been a long time 
Since I was in the grade school. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: What year was that? 

MRS. KIRCHER: About '33. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I am not asking you, your age, but 
what year was it you were in the 6th grade? 

MRS. KIRCHER: I don't know. 

MR. PORTER: She was 12 years old. 

MRS. KERCHER: Well, you will have to add and divide 
and subtract for me. I am not that quick. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Are there any questions you wish to 
ask? 

MR. PORTER: I would like to ask a question, Mr. 
Chairman, 

I notice a question from the Chairman asked you M@ if. 
you were opposed to educational T-V. 


MRS. KIRCHER: Yes. 


MR. PORTER: Would you be opposed to it if you were 


sure that there were all of the necessary safeguards? 

MRS. KIRCHER: I would have to know what those safe- 
guards were, Mr. Porter. 

MR. PORTER: I wish to have you bear in mind here that 


this California State Legislature, both Houses of it, have 
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asked for a loyalty oath bill, and that we have directed 
safeguards of every nature which we think are necessary, 
and we have prepared that bill at each succeeding session . 
Might we not be overlooking one of the most valuable tools 
in television if we are just against it instead of saying 


we are just against the misuse of it? 


MRS. KIRCHER: Well, I heard Mr. Blair discuss some 


material that is being prepared. You understand why I love 
America. I have seen this material, It goes into a 
discussion on how beautiful are the mountains in our land, 
in our country, and with all of that I agree very much. 
But, of course, I believe they have beautiful land all over 
the world. The thing that strikes me is that it has not 
been brought out that the important thing about our country 
is that we have been given individual freedom by our 
Constitution, a way of life that they have no place else 

in the world. That has been offered to us by our Constitu- 
tion, and many people would like it to be taken away. 

That point is not brought out in this material. That's what 
I object to. Many things can have a very American name 
but I do not think they carry the American principle. 

MR. PORTER: I agree with you in much of what you have 
said, but if we are assured that we will always teach 
Americanism, then wouldn't we be spreading Americanism 
much better if we used this mass media? 


MRS. KIRCHER: Well, I would like to know what you mean 
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by Americanism. I know in the last Congressional Race in 
my Gistrict there were four candidates -- 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You are looking at one of them. 

MRS. KIRCHER: And I am looking at one of them that I 
voted for, I will say that, but to fight Communism is most 
important and I notice that all four of the candidates made 
the statement that they were opposed to Communism... That 
can cover & very wide area, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: _ That's true. 

MRS. KERCHER: And when people say they are going to 
support Americanism, on Television, I would like to know 
what they mean by Americanism. 

MR. PORTER: I assure you that when we politicians are 
running for office, we use the term American in a different 
way than when we draft a bill and put it into law. 

Mrs. Kircher, I want to side in with you. Let me 


close with this reiteration: You are against television 


even if it could be properly supervised, for the dissemi na- 


tion of Americanism? 3 

MRS. KIRCHER: Well, what is proper supervision? 

MR. PORTER: Oh, I don't know. We have to legislate 
that, 

MRS, KIRCHER: That's just it. I don't believe in 
State control of our education or Federal control of 
education. I am trying to discover what my enemies 


Communism and Marxism are doing. 
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I have gone directly to the material and I know that 
in the Communist Manifesto Carl Marx states that they want 
State control of the education, and all children must 
participate in what they direct. So I don't know. I want 
to have the control of my education where I can put my 
finger on it. If there is a school teacher in the child's 
school, she is the one that I would like to hold respon- 
sible for the material given to my child. I don't want to 
have to go and fight State and Federal agencies about 
material that is being used. 

MR. PORTER: I can assure you that the California 
Legislature and I particularly agree that local control of 
schools is the American Public School system. Even if: | 
have local control, you. just don't like television’ 

By the way, I don't have a television set in my house 
and I am probably the only one here, and I detest propaganda). 

MRS. KI'RCHER: As I say, I have been talking before the 
school board. I have talked in the past on material that I 


do not approve. Today we have now had 4 gag rule put on 


the citizens of Los Angeles in that they cannot appear 


before the Board of Education. It is not that definite, 

but it was very roundabout, but you will notice that none 

of the citizens that wish to complain about the reading 

material their children are receiving are allowed to speak. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you, Mrs. Kircher. 


Someone in the audience had some information from the 
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National Association for the Betterment of Radio and 
Television. They gave their comments but did not sign 
them. We cannot accept any testimony before this committee 


unless the person is willing to put his name on it. So 


if any of you in the audience here passed this up, if you 


are not willing to sign your name on this, we cannot accept 
it as testimony before this committee, 
Are there any other persons who would like to make any 


statement before this committee? If so you step forward, 


please. 


HELEN GRAYDON 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you state your name, please? 
MRS. GRAYDON: Helen Graydon, My address is 272 South 
Euclid, Pasadena, I did not come with a prepared state- 
ment, but after hearing the testimony of the witnesses here 
I would just like to make a few extemporaneous remarks, 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Before you make those, do you 
represent any group or are you just speaking as a citizen? 
MRS. GRAYDON: Just as a citizen. I am speaking as 
one who likes children and wénts to seethem inherit the 


same principles I was given and that American children have 


@ right to expect. I don't believe any one would object 


to the proper use of television. Every modern invention 
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we know has a good use and it has 4 perversion. However, 
all things being equal, we would accept television as a 
means of disseminating knowledge in our schools, but today 
@8ll things are not equal. Today we are faced with 
different concepts of education fighting each other, and it 
is too dangerous a thing to put a weapon in the hands of 
those who would destroy our educational system. It has 
been the finest educational system the world has probably 


ever known and I believe that we should wait to bring in 


innovations to seethat they do not overthrow our educational 


system. Certainly no one would object to having fine things 
brought into the schools such as the great documents of our 
nation's history and to see enacted some of the inspiring 
events that have taken place in our country. But those 
are not the ones that are being promulgated by the pressure 
groups today. I know, because I was awakened to what was 
going on in our country during a period of 15 months when I 
served as a Secretary to a consultant to colleges. I saw 
how the group dynamics system is infiltrating the minds of 
our children and how it is not originating in the old 
American customs, but it is coming in through mass hypnotism. 
Now, Mr. Blair spoke in his testimony about the 
"master teacher." I think that he put his finger on the 
erux of the whole situation. He may have done it unwittingly, 
but it is a question of a “master mind.” Education is an 


individual process. It cannot be made a mass indoctrinatio 
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and be education; it is an individual relationship between 
@ parent and a child and a teacher and a child, and at 
this time in world crisis I believe that the television 
belongs in the home, not in the schools. 

That's all I wish to say, sir. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Are there any questions? 

MR. BRADLEY: I would like to just make one observation, 
Mrs. Graydon. I am very glad to hear you advocate the 
teaching of the principles which you gathered in the schools 
To those of us who have been in government for a long time 
it indicates to us that our generation hasn't been as much 
of a failure as many maintain. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Is there anyone else in the audience 


who wishes to make a statement? 


PHILLIP ESSMAN 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you state your name and your 


connection, please? . 

MR. ESSMAN: My name is Phillip Essman and I am employed 
by the office of the Los Angeles County Superintendent of 
Schools. My specific responsibility with that office is to 
serve as a consultant in the division of audio-visual 
education. 


I thought that perhaps I might be useful to this 
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Committee, sir, in detailing some of the kinds of television 
programs which we should like to try experimentally. One 

of the legal responsibilities of the County Superintendent 
of Schools in this state is to upgrade the teaching techni- 
ques, to help in instruction of teachers, particularly new 
teachers or teachers who hold emergency credentials, perhaps 
I wouldn't classify them as sub-standard, but they have not 
finished in many cases the required courses which they need. 

As you know, gentlemen, we are faced in this state with 
&@ problem of recruitment of teachers, a problem which 
threatens to become more severe before it becomes better. 

So one of the things which we are interested in as a 
county staff is to help teachers to do a better job. 

Now let me detail them one or two of these programs and 
perhaps you might have some questions about them. I should 
also like to use this opportunity to allay the suspicions 
of some members of Sie ml here that these programs are 


in any designed to subvert the minds of our young people. 


These programs are designed specifically in this case 


for teachers, 

For example, this Friday we should like to try an 
experimental program on Channel 28 on posture education, 
corrective physical education. The program would utilize 
the services of Mr. Art Hawks of our staff, who is an 
expert in the field of corrective physical education, and 


he will demonstrate to teachers exercises designed to 
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strengthen the children's posture and help them, It is a 
very simple kind of program, but a program which is greatly 
needed by many of our teachers who don't have this kind of 
background. They haven't studied anatomy, for example. 
They don't know @ great deal about the skeletal structure 
of the growing child. 

I should like also to point out incidentally to Mr. 
Smith that such program would not get very many listeners 
or viewers on 2 commercial channel or a commercial radio 
station. Consequently it would be very difficult to get 
free time for such a program, It is very specific, designed 
for teachers of fifth and sixth grades particularly. 

Another program that we should like to present is a 
program of musical rhythm education, creative rhythms 
for teachers of peieaty grades, Now, not very many of our 


teachers know a great deal about percussion work and work 


with recordings and children. They simply have not had that 


kind of education. We have an expert in the field who would 
be glad to instruct our people via television. 

Another program is a program for science, the same kind 
of thing. I won't go into details on all of these shows. 

Another one is on teaching reading techniques. Again, 
Mr. Smith, I call your attention to the fact that this kind 
of a program would not do very well on KFAC or indeed on 
any other local television channel, on which I do @ program 


weekly, KNXT. We could do it for parents, yes, and slant 
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is a different technique. 

I could go on and on, but I think you gentlemen may 
have some questions now, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Yes, I would like to ask you a couple 
of questions, You were speaking of these various programs 
such as posture education, music rhythm, science, and we 
@ll realize that, but couldn't that be done on film on an 
audio-visual basis and make it permanent? 

MR. ESSMAN: It could be done, yes, sir. However, the 
expense of filming such a program is prohibitive. We can 
produce live television-wise 2 program for merely the 


transportation cost of the person getting to the studio and 


@ small cost for the time, and that is about it. In order 


to film it, we are running into the cost of an editor -- I 
don't want to get technical here, but there is a great deal 
of money involved when you film something. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Let me ask you this, then: I know 
our State Colleges train teachers, and we have our Univer- 
sities training teachers, Why wouldn't those things be 
incorporated in the teachers training in our institutions 
of higher learning? 

MR. ESSMAN: My answer to you, sir, is that they are, 
and it is unfortunate that they are not turning out enough 


teachers for us, It is also unfortunate that enough of our 


graduates, people who do come with experience from the 
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Universities don't get all that they are supposed to get. 
Now, I am a good University man and I don't want to point 
the finger at any given school. They are all doing a good 


job, but they cannot do these specific techniques in every 


case and turn out a teacher who is ready to go. 

For example, if we took the idea that our people came 
completely equipped from universities, we would not need a 
staff such as we have, some 80 odd professionals on the 
County staff of Los Angeles. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Are there any further questions? 

MR. BRADLEY: I would like to ask one question: You 
mentioned the saving in T-V over the cost of film. You 
said that all you had was transportation to the station. 
How about the station? Don't you have to spend a4 lot of 
money to build the station and operate it, and wouldn't 
the overall cost be actually more on T-V than it woul on 
film? 

MR. ESSMAN: You gentlemen have a 8tate-wide responsibi 
lity, I realize. I am not faced with that in Los Angeles 
County. We have our station through the beneficence of 
Captain Hancock. We are not faced with that capital outlay 
as is San Joquin Valley and I presume you will have to go 
into that with those areas, 

MR. BRADLEY: You are thinking of your local condition 
only here? 


MR. ESSMAN: Yes, sir. 
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CHAIRMAN COLLIER: It happens that the witness is 


so good at times that you become engrossed in what he is 
saying and you forget about the objective of the Committee. 
Number one, what is your definition of television education? 

MR. ESSMAN: Sir, I subscribe to the same definition 

Pi vnicn my ex-Principal, Maurice Blair, has just given 
you. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: What controls, if any, should be 
enacted at the State level? 

MR, ESSMAN: Not being @ Legislator, and not being on 
the policy level -- I produce programs and try to make them 
as good as possible to help the teachers and the children -- 
but I would say that you people are well advised by others 
who are qualified to tell you about certain controls that 
you should have, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Suppose at the State level we decide 
that we should relieve you of all your responsibilities 


and make all the controls at the State level? What would 


your reaction be to that? 

MR. ESSMAN: Well, I would probably be out of.a job. 
I don't advise you to do that. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Should your programming be as close 
to the school district as possible, shoult it be at the 
County level or should it be at the State level? 

MR. ESSMAN: That I think I can answer, sir. I think 
the programs should be largely at the local level. Now, 
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mine can produce. There are others which the local school 
district must tadle and should tackle and without going into 
great detail here, the teacher education thing for example 
is one of our responsibilities and we ought to use every 
means, including television, to expedite that. 

Now, I don't think that the State should do much more 
than set out a broad policy for all of us to follow in 
producing programs, and to exert @ certain amount of leader- 
ship. I refer to the State Department of Education now -- 


a certain amount of leadership and coordination work in 


getting us together to see that we don't duplicate the 


effort, because that can happen. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Any other questions? 
(No response) 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mrs. Peterson, 


OLGA V. PETERSON 
CALLED as a witness, testified as follows: | 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you state your name and your 
address, please? 

MRS, PETERSON: My name is Mrs. Olga V. Peterson, and 
my address is 2060 South Milan, South Pasadena. 

This is a subject that I certainly wouldn't expect to 


give an opinion on. I came this afternoon as a guest of 
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a friend of mine and I found it intensely interesting. 
I would like also to say that I think our assembly interim 
committee on education has certainly asked some intelligent 
questions. I think it is a subject that should be 
considered by more people and before any decision is made 
it should be weighed very carefully. 

The main reason that I came up this afternoon was that 
I took a few notes and I was wondering whether I understood 
some of the things correctly. I understood one gentleman 
mentioned something about pictures shown in the public 
schools or could be shown in the public schools creating or 
giving the impression of racial or religious prejudice and 
so forth. I have great confidence in our State Board and 
in our school boards, and I feel we don't have the greatest 
contribution we can make toward ourteachers, toward our 
schools, our country, and our children. To be very specific 
we have a son who graduated from the University of 
California and another one who is 16 years of age. It has 
never been my misfortune to ever see in any public school 


any pictures showing racial prejudice, religious -prejudice 


or anything else, and I would like to know if the gentleman 


knows of such pictures, was I right in understanding that 
they are shown in any school, and if so, what are the names 
of the pictures, That was the.one point I would like to 


know before I left. 


The other is, so far as the subject generally is 
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afternoon because it is so complicated financially and 
technically. I will say this, that so far as our 
educators are concerned -- and many good parents are 
intensely interested -- I think there might be a value to 
T-V because we know it has made great advancement and will 
bring into the home and the school many things we don't get 
in any other way. 

But is it going to supplement visual aid in schools? 
Will it be some addition to that, or will it replace it? 
In other words, there is one thought I would like to express 
I think that with the children of today -- and I am not an 
| educator but I am simply one who loves youngsters -- we must 
guard well to see that they get plenty of opportunity for 
concentration, plenty of opportunity to read books, and to 
create study habits of that kind. So, although I am in favor 
of visual education, I think we shouldn't overdo it. And 
if it is going to be used in school, then I think it should 
be not in addition to any other audio-visual education, 
Outside of that it is too great a problem for me to even 


venture an opinion on. But I would like to know if I could 


have the information I have asked for. Was I right in the 


statement that those pictures were shown in public schools 
and is it possible to get the names? I think in justice to 
our State Board we should know those things. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I will ask the gentleman who testified 
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or maybe some of the Committee members might wish to ask you 
a few questions, Mrs. Peterson. 

(NO response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: In other words, then, Mrs. Peterson, 
as I get your statement if we do have T-V in the schools 
it shouldn't replace audio-visual? 

MRS. PETERSON: I don't say that we shouldn't replace 
it with T-V, but I think we should avoid getting too much; 
in other words, plus the T-V and the other. There is one 
protection you have -- I think your State Law says that 
you have to give so many hours to reading, writing, arithmetiic 
and so forth, and that may be the protection that will be 
needed. Do you see what I mean? 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Yes, thank you. 


Is there anyone else here who wishes to be heard? 


NELL PATE 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Give your name and whom you.represent,. 


MRS. PATE: I come as a private citizen, registered 


voter, and taxpayer. My name is Nell Pate. I live at 5019 
South Brighton, in Los Angeles, 

I believe there are great possibilities in your T-V 
educational program but I think we have a2 job to do first. 


I think you are a little premature in your educational T-V 
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programs. I believe the papers stated there were approxim-~ 
ately 171 suspected Communist teachers in the schools of 
Los Angeles. I believe the T-V educational program should 
not be started until there remains not one suspected 
Communist teacher in the schools. 

That is all. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you. 


GRACE EVANS 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: State your name, please, 

MRS. EVANS: My name is Mrs. Grace Evans, and I live at 
8523 East Garabaldi Avenue, San Gabriel. 

I have prepared a very short statement but I would like 
to preface it by saying that I am in favor of educational 
television. 

The statement is, I believe that if all educational 
television programs go out on 4@ channel over the air and 


never on a closed circuit they will be monitored by the 


public and be free from subversive influences. Is that 


understandable? 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: It is being recorded by the 


court reporter. 


MRS. EVANS: That is all. Thank you very much. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: By the way, I wonder if we could 
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insert in the record immediately following Mrs. Peterson's 


testimony, the remarks that may be made by Mr. Hankinson? 


Is Mr. Hankinson here? 


R, E. HANKINSON 


recalled as a witness, testified further as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You heard the question? 

MR. HANKINSON: Yes, I was talking to the lady and I 

think it was approximately 2 years ago in which my wife and 
I both viewed some of these pictures with another lady. 
We documented the picture, the names of them, and we took 
it up with Mrs, Stafford since, and I am not sure whether 
they are showing now. Perhaps Mr. Blair could tell you 
that. But I am only telling you what we say, and we have 
the names of the pictures and what took place, 

MR. PORTER: Do you remember the names? 

MR. HANKINSON: As I say, I can't remember the names now 


My wife is the one who acts as my secretary and takes down 


all those things, and every time I take down something I 
have to get my glasses out, so she does that part of it and 
she has it. I have given the lady our phone number so she 
Can call, 

MR. PORTER: Do you remember an incident in the films? 
I am curious about this one because I am a teacher, 


MR. HANKINSON: The thing seems to be -- it is more 
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than one film, but the thing seems to be of a slanted type 
which does not depict both sides, Naturally I am in favor 
of those pictures that they may show that can be good 
pictures, but I am not in favor of certain groups taking 
over, and I will make another statement here in reference 
to that, if I find it. The ADL and AJC, that latter one 
being the American Jewish Council, according to their own 
statements, over the last five years have been responsible 
for over 5000 radio and picture programs. Now, the point is 
any group may by nature produce perhaps aprogram along this 
line of thinking, which I am not objecting to. That's all 
right, and I hold no brief there. But I don't like to see 
it in one direction and have it slanted so that the young 
opinion can be influenced. Those are the things that I am 


fighting and will continue to fight. 


MR. DOYLE: Mr. Chairman, may I ask the witness a ques- 
tion? 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: You certainly may. 

MR. DOYLE: These pictures that you witnessed or viewed -- 

MR. HANKINSON: It was in the South Gate High ‘School, 
incidentally. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Were they put on by the school or was 
it some organization renting the school? 

MR. HANKINSON: No, evidently, as I understand it, by 
the curriculum department, if I am not mistaken, of the 


school board, and as I say, I think that Mr. Blair could 
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Now, I want it understood that I am not taking any 
prejudice against any person, Mr. Blair or anyone else. 
This is purely factual and I know it and saw it. 

MR, DOYLE: Do you feel that it was one group showing 
pictures for the benefit of their particular group, possibly 
against another group? 

MR. HANKINSON: That's the way it was indicated in the 


Picture, 
MR. DOYLE: I would like to know if Mr. Blair could come 


to the stand, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: He has signified his willingness from 
the bench back there. 

MR. PORTER: Before that may I say that my question 
wasn't quite answered, Mr. Hankinson. We are almost neigh- 
bors out in Compton. I think I was thinking that you 
referred to a specific incident or something that you would 
recollect in the film, if it made such an impression. 

MR. HANKINSON: Well, it has been two years ago or 


approximately that. 


MR. PORTER: You mean somebody of the wrong color beat 


somebody else? 

MR, HANKINSON: Yes. In other words, let's turn it 
around the other way, and let's show the white being attacked 
by the negro. In other words, that would balance up, to 
the trend of one type of thinking. Im other words, my 
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personal view on this would be, let's not bring any of it 
up. Let's leave that suff out. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you, Mr. Hankinson, 

Mr. Blair, in order to keep the continuity of the 
testimony as close together in the reporter's transcript as 
possible, I think this is the time for you to make a reply 
to that statement. 

MR. BLAIR: Mr. Collier, and Members of the Committee, 
the name of the film -- one of the films to which Mr, 
Hankinson referred was “The Song of Friendship" published 


and developed by the B'nai Brith organization, and connected 


to 
indirectly, of course, /one of their sub-groups,. the 


Anti-Defamation League. This report of the reaction to the 
film was reported to the members of the Board and referred 
to my office for Committee study and consideration. The 
people here in the audience and the Committee might well 
see the film. There are two points of view. I doubt that 
Mr. Hankinson saw in that particular film a discrimination - 
MR, HANKINSON: There was another one. — 
MR. BLAIR: -- between any color -- these are a series - 
Mr. Hankinson I am trying to remember and recall -- there 
was another parallel film, both of which my office and the 
Committee reviewed. The effort there was, as I studied 
the film originally, to see whether there was any favoritism 
pro or con between the yellow, the white, the black, the 


Caucasian, the Negro or any other racial group. We are 
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quite concerned as a matter of policy -- policy approved 
by the Board of Education including Mrs. Stafford and Mrs. 
Cole and the President and Members of the Board and the 
Superintendent -- the policy that assures that we are not 
using materials whether they be in documented films, that 
do anything in the way of propagandizing for one group 
whether they be religious or racial. 

It is our responsibility as &@ publis school system to 
process those, and we have ways and means in our policy, 
if any representative citizen will indicate the name, title, 
page, and place of any material that they think is not in 
keeping, that they may have that book reviewed by the 
Committee's representative of the people that are informed 
and in authority, and we would be very happy to give consi- 
deration to it, but we want it in writing and not by word 
of mouth before a Board, and we want to know the page and 
the author. But the Song of Friendship, Mr. Hankinson, 


was one of the films. There was another one of a similar 


type attempting to promote good will, although I think just 


by virtue of the authorship many people would interpret it 
to mean favoritism to the Jewish group rather than to any 
other group. But in the film were included all nationali- 
ties, all races, and all religions. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you, Mr. Blair. 

Mrs, Hines, did you wish to make a further statement? 


MRS. HINES: Yes. 
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MRS. WILSON D. HINES 


recalled as a witness, testified further as follows: 


MRS. HINES: I would like to ask the Committee's 
indulgence, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 

Both my husband and I attended Longfellow School in 
Pasadena, so you see I was interested when it came up. 
My children are there now, and I would be extremely 
interested in more information about any kind of subversive 
material because the principal who was there at that time 
and who is a very dear friend of mine, and many of the 
teachers I am sure would be shocked to hear such a charge, 
I wonder if I could have the person's name who made the 
charge? 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: I think she is still in the audience. 

MRS. HINES: I asked her and she wouldn't tell me. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: We would have to look back through 
the record. Of course, it will be in the record whenever 


we put the report out, Mrs. Hines, 


CHARLANNE KIRCHER 


recalled as a witness, testified further as follows: 


MRS. KIRCHER: After I went back to my seat I was very 


sorry that I had mentioned any specific instance. That was 


not my purpose. I was sorry that I named any names, and 
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this young lady has put words in my mouth. As you will 
recall, I believe I did not call the material subversive, 

I said it was slanted. There is quite a difference, I 
would also like to make another statement, that that was 

not just down to one class. All the way through school 

I had varying degrees that I now can realize were not in 
keeping with the education I would like to have had, and 
then I would like to give you some other material concerning 


the pictures in the schools. I do have some material. 


There is a picture called “Brotherhood of Man", and it 


is based on a book by Jean Weltfish. It was recommended 
in the UNESCO in the Los Angeles City Schools. -That has 
now been removed. It is also recommended by the book 
called "Developing Human Relations", which is still, as 
far as I know, in the Los Angeles City Schools. 

We have many times written letters, myself and many of 
my friends, to the Board of Education since they have put 
in this so-called gag rule, and requested that we be heard, 
And especially, I know of many that were turned down when 
they wanted to discuss the Ford Foundation grant those 
that had turned in letters, The letters are given to 
other members of the Board and if hey doen -- I don't 
know what you call them, but the 7 members of the Board tha 
should hear them -- why, then they allow the person to speak. 


But it is not brought exactly to their attention, as far 


as we know. 
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I think that's all the point I wanted to bring out. 
CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you, Mrs. Kircher. 
Does anyone else wish to speak? If so, step forward and 


give your name and whom you represent. 


PETER DIXON 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


MR. DIXON: My name is Peter Dixon. I am a private 
citizen speaking for myself, and I am a professional radio 
and T-V writer. 

Gentlemen of the Committee, I believe one of the points 
you were looking for answers on, is what is T-V education? 
I have listened Se the people speaking today, and apparently 
they think of T-V education as something largely confined 
to classrooms or to shut-ins. 

I think a lot of us in T-V -- I am one of them -- think 


of. T-V education as something a great deal more than that. 


A non-compulsory education, an education that can be made 


very attractive, accurate, stimulating and provocative; in 
other words the sort of educational effort that will send 
children to their T-V sets because they know that they are 
not only going to get something that is useful to them but 
will -- I would not use the word “amused” -- but their 
interest will be held. 

A VOICE: Louder, please. 
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MR. DIXON: I feel very strongly that in T-V education, 
if it is started in the right way, it can actually compete 
with some of the entertainment programs that are now on the 


@ir. I have had some experience in that in radio and I 


have found that when we have taken historical things and don 


them properly and correctly, done them dramatically, correct 
and accurately, we have been able to attract and hold big 
audiences of children. I have been active in radio since 
1928, I was with NBC and Columbia in New York during the 
early days when there was a great deal of talk and a great 
deal of activity in radio education, and what we saw then 

is what prompted me to come up here today, because many of 
us who thought radio education was going to be a very, very 
big thing, were very disappointed at what happened at that 
time, 

The professional educators did everything they could, 
but at the same time the studios and broadcasting companies 
were overwhelmed with pressure groups, with do-gooders, with 
impractical people who had a lot of wild ideas about what 
could be done, with all sorts and types of people who seem 

‘to come along whenever anything new comes. This is not a 
criticism of these people. But I would like to point out 
at this time, and I believe this would affect your consider- 
ation of legislation, the development of T-V education is 
a very highly technical thing. I mean, you are going to 


use mechanics. You are going to use all sorts of technicians, 
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you are going to have to use actors and you are going to 
have to use directors, and you are going to have to use 
writers, because just as in the preparation of a text book 
in school, you have to have printers and you have to have 
writers, So when you are using another medium you have to 
have people who are professional in that field. Therefore 
I feel that in any legislation discussed or planned the part 
the professional is going to play should be considered, and 
by that I mean I think that putting T-V education under 
civil service, having very, very high qualifications for 
the people who are to have the job of putting it over, must 
be considered, And I don't think it should be restricted 
entirely to the people who are now in the classrooms and 

in education, I think that the writers, the people who are 
now in commercial T-V, the movie people, the radio people, 
should be encouraged to come into T-V. And some of them 
perhaps will make it their life's work and they will bring 
to T-V all the showmanship and skill they have learned in 
the very, very tough competitive commercial field. 


I feel that if these people are approached at this time 


by the Committee or its representatives -- and I am speaking 
of the Screen Writers Guild or the Radio Writers Guild, the 
Screen Actors Guild, the Screen Directors Guild, all various 
people who would be very interested in this thing and could 
contribute a great deal to it. I think they would be very 


appreciative and consider that they were considered equally 





JOHN W. LAPOINTE, C.S.R., OFFICIAL REPORTER 


153 
important with the educators in this matter of T-V education 

So my whole point is that I hope we who write, we who 
direct, we who act or direct, will have our chance to have 
something to do with this very great thing of T-V education 
that is before us. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: By the way, we tried to publicize 
this meeting as much as possible in the papers. We were 
limited to the amount of space they would give to it. 
However, it seems to me like certainly these Guilds that 
you just referred to, certainly some of them would have 
read in the papers about this meeting, and their interest 


is portrayed by their absence, 


MR. DIXON: Well, I happen to know that the Executive 


Secretary of one of these Guilds would have liked to have 
been here today, and when I mentioned that I was coming down 
I was asked to be able to give a full report of what I 
heard, and also that this particular Guild, which happens 
to be the Screen Writers, I think is considering appointing 
& special committee on T-V education which will, of course, 
volunteer to work in every way possible with other forces 
working in this field, 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you. Any questions? 

MR, BRADLEY: Mr. Dixon, you mention the fact of certain 
historical pictures competing with ordinary programs. Most 
of the historical pictures I have seen have been about 25 


percent fact and 75 percent writer's license, you might 
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call it. Now, is that the kind of pictures you mean, or 
ean you write an accurate picture? 

MR. DIXON: Sir, this matter of license -~ the writer 
is not to blame in that respect. He is many times told by 
his superiors to poke it up a little bit, put some action 


in there, and that sort of thing. I think you will find a 


great many men of good will among writers who are convinced, 
as I am, that if you stick to the record you can find all 
the excitement and all the glamour that you could ever dream 
up yourself. 

MR. BRADLEY: In other words, you think you can write 
an absolute or comparatively honest historical picture and 
make it good enough so it will be attractive? 

MR. DIXON: In radio I have done it, sir, and I have 
held audiences that competed with other juvenile shows, 
with things like The Alamo, or things like that. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Before you leave, with whom are you 
associated at the present time? 

MR. DIXON: I am a free lance writer. As a matter of 
fact this morning I signed a contract to work on a great 
historical and educational thing called "Wild Bill Hickock" 
on T-V, but that is purely a free lance venture, I am just 
appearing as a writer who is very, very interested in T-V 
education. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you very much for appearing 


before this Committee. We have time for one more witness. 
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Mr. McKay, would you step forward? 


ROBERT ELMER McKAY 


called as a witness, testified as follows: 


CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Will you state your name,please. 


MR, MCKAY: Mr. Chairman, and Members of the Committee: 


My name is Robert E. McKay of San Francisco. I am the 
Assistant State Executive Secretary of the California 
Teachers Association, I came here, as you know, Mr. 
Chairman, as an observer today because the teaching profession 
is deeply and sincerely and very directly interested in the 
matter under discussion. I had not planned to make a4 state- 
ment, but in view of the fact that a great deal of the time 
today has been taken up in discussion of classroom phases 

of educational television, and perhaps the implication has 
been given by some that the public school use of this media 
is what is under discussion here to the possible exclusion of 


other phases, I think it perhaps should show in the record 


2 |lthat the California Teachers Association has made some 


studies, has reached some conclusions, and is continuing its 


study in this field. 
And perhaps the record should also show what those 


tentative conclusions are. I think you should know that we 
approached this entire subject with a great deal of caution, 


because it is a new field. We don't know all the answers. 
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We think tentatively we know some of them. We are not 
prepared at this time to make any proposal to this Committee 
or to the Legislature as a whole. We have no requests for 
public financial assistance from the State for this program. 
But here are some of the things that we have decided, 
and in these decisions I speak for the organization which 
has more than 75,000 members of the teaching profession, 
including classroom teachers, administrators, and others 


involved in the educational process. 


First, we believe that there is a tremendous potential 


for education in television, because experience has shown 
that the audio-visual technique of films, film strips , 
and recordings is of great assistance in the learning 
process. But we do not see television as possibly supplanting 
to any degree the classroom teacher. We don't think that 
@ push button is going to take the place of a skilled teache 
dealing with the individual child in the classroom. We thi 
as many witnesses before me have said to this Commitee, that 
T-V can be and is a most effective teaching aid. We don't 
conceive that at 10:00 o'clock on a given morning all of the 
five grade classes in the metropolitan area of Los Angeles 
or the Bay area of San Francisco are going to have their 
arithmetic lesson by T-V. We don't think that is practical 
or desirable. 

We conceive educational T-V in its very broad aspects. 


We don't believe that the public schools phase of it is the 
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exclusive phase, and we are not convinced as yet that it is 
even the major phase of the potentialities for education. 

We believe that the potential for education in the home 
the potential for education in institutions, possibly may 
Surpass that of education in the classroom. We see 
educational T-V as a broad opportunity for the community 
to improve its education. We think that public agencies 
other than the public schools, not only have an opportunity 
but have a responsibility to develop and utilize this media 
as completely and as effectively as it can be utilized. 

There has been Suggested in some of the discussions -- 
and I, like several other persons present, attended and 
parti¢eipated in the Governor's Conference in San Francisco - 
rather in Sacramento -- it has been suggested in some of 
those discussions that the police and fire departments could 
use this means of training their personnel more effectively; 
that even business and industry and organized labor might 


have @ role in utilizing this. We don't think at all, as 


I said a moment ago, that this is limited nor should it be 


limited to the public schools. 


As you know, there were several bills introduced at the 
1953 Session of the State Legislature to facilitate and to 
aid in some cases financially, the development of this 
program, The Members of this Committee will recall that 
no representative of the California Teachers Association 


appeared before your committee urging the appropriation of 
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any State finances for that purpose; nor do we do so now. 
We feel that the finance must be on @ broad plane, preferably 
at the local level; possibly by subscription of individuals 
and donations of public spirited individuals or organiza- 


tions, whether they be Foundations or not. 


I was a little surprised at the length of the discussion 


bodsy on the possible use of educational television for 
propaganda purposes, The experience in educational televi- 
Sion is extremely limited, particularly in this State. We 
have one station on the air now for two hours a day. We 
have another station, KQED, Channel 9, which hopes to be 

on the air early in 1954, 

I have heard no reports of any trend or hint or 
inclination on the part of one station operating here of 
any purpose of propagandizing the viewing audience for any 
purpose, good or pad. It is my understanding that they 
are attempting to do a sound job of education, 

I would like to think that if there were any real 
danger, if it were to develop, that the Legislature or other 
agencies -- and I am not sure whether it should be State, 
Local or National, because the Federal Communications 
Commission now has certain functions in that field -- there 
might be a question of conflicting jurisdictions which I 
am not familiar with -- but if there was any tendency or 
any indication of an abuse for propaganda purposes, that 


the proper safeguards would be established. 
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As a4 representative of the teaching profession I would 
say it is imperative that those safeguards be thrown around 
this operation if experience indicates that they are 


necessary. 


If I may recite one instance, Mr. Chairman -- and I 


know the hour is very late -- an instance of an educational 


pronvem outdrawing the exciting wild west and murder stores 
for the children, the California Teachers Association here 
in Los Angeles is sponsoring and has for many years a number 
of television programs. Perhaps the most successful of 
those programs is one known as "Playcrafters Clubs" which 
is screened at 4:00 p.m., daily on Channel 5, KTLA, That's 
& program that has been designed specifically to try and woo 
the young people away from the blood and thunder type of 
entertainment. It is a program that uses the very natural 
interest of children in hobbies. And so they show, in 
cooperation with the school department and the recreation 
department and others, children how to make things, how to 
develop these hobbies. And consistently the ratings -- 
they are scientific and made by people in that industry -- 
showed that Playcrafters Club rated higher than any other 
program on the air at that particular time of day. 

There is no question, from our experience, that programs 
of this type can be sufficiently interesting to draw the 
young people, and I think the same would apply to programs 


designed for people of older ages. 
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The California Teachers Association is continuing its 


study of this entire field. I hope that »y the time the 
Legislature meets again in 1955 thas this field will have 
developed sufficiently so that we can come in along with 


other groups and make specific recommendations as to how 


we can clear away some of the misunderstandings and mis- 


conceptions, and assist in getting into operation a really 
effective program of educational television in this State. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Any questions from members of the 
Committee? 

(NO response) 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Mr. McKay, your being here prompts 
me to say this: Since you are a@ representative of the 
California Teachers Association we a11 know you as Bob. 

Mr. McKay, you made the statement that there should be 
proper safeguards in our statutes to prevent the slanting 
of propaganda. At this moment, do you have any suggestions 
in that direction? 

MR, McKAY: No, Mr. Chairman, I have not. 

CHAIRMAN COLLIER: Thank you very much, Mr. McKay. 

I wish to thank all of those who participated today in 
this hearing, and I want to remind you again that this was 
our first hearing on T-V education, and I might say that it 
was for the purpose of feeling the pulse of all levels of 
society, teachers, parents, public and private schools, 


business men, religious groups, newspapers, and so forth. 
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We have approached this with an open mind, We are 


here to gather information so that we can be as completely 
informed as possible when we do reach the hour of 
determining in the Legislative halls as to what steps we 
should take in this direction. That has been the purpose 
of our listening to the testimony, and I wish to express 
our appreciation of how cooperative you have been, 

Thank you very much, and we will announce the next 
meeting at some future date after we have evaluated the 
good that we have derived at this hearing. 

Thank you, and good night to all of you. 


(Whereupon at 4:40 p.m., the hearing was adjourned 


sine die.) 





